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Results summary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Roman Road from ? to Ashford. 
Deep Holloway. Saxon Lathe 
boundary between Lympne and 
Wye; Source Kent HER, 
Archives, Field walk 

Historic Saxon settlement 
core medieval church. Large 
bank in church yard; Source 
archives, field walk 

Herb rich pasture, ridge 
and furrow in small 
paddocks with banked 
hedges; Source field 
walk 

Ridge & furrow, plough 
headlands, hollow way; 
Source field walk 

Quarry, platforms 
and hollow way; 
Source field walk 

Quarry and lost 
boundaries; Source 
Historic maps and field 

Remains of picturesque 
designed landscape part of 
Hemsted Park; Source historic 
maps and field walk 

Scheduled Roman Ford 
crossing stream; 
Source Kent HER Stream Farm - Medieval 

farmstead now 
converted; Source 
archives and field walk 

Modern track on old 
hollow way earthworks 
survive in shaw; Source 
Historic maps and field 
walk 

Quarryl  and lynchets;  
Source field walk 

Old road alignment in 
woodland; Source historic 
maps and field walk 

Benenden, Kent Footpath only on rights of way. 
Summary of historic evidence 

Hemsted Park - 
Roman farmstead by 
junction in road; 
source Kent HER and 
archives 

Massive bank alon g field 
edge and into church yard - 
Saxon settlement boundary 
? Veteran oaks; Source 
field walk and archives 
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Benenden, Kent 
Footpath Assessment with some detailed archive research 

 
*  Fields orientated to line of Roman Road, some internal boundaries removed 
*  Hedge mixture of hazel, holly with hawthorn of other woodland species, on banks or 
 lynchets with silted ditches 
*  Around church, fields altered but large banks suggest Saxon territory boundary close to 
 church, ridge and furrow, plough headlands and hollow ways in the small fields close to 
 the main ridgeway road 
*  Character of a woodland landscape with a settlement  
*  At north end by Roman road is evidence of designed landscapes with conifer trees and 
 large trees in hedges and in gardens, part of C19 extension of *Hemsted Park 
*  Small pasture paddocks close to village some species rich with ridge and furrow 
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1. Introduction 
 

The Benenden footpath survey area is located in Kent south of the village of Benenden. The area surveyed 

is predominantly sheep grazed pasture. The red line on the map below does not define the boundary of the 

survey area, but the footpath route walked in order to access the fields and undertake the surveys. 
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2. Method 
 

This case study method was selected to explore the degree to which features could be recorded for a given 

area from footpaths alone. The area to the west of the Iden Green Road (adjacent to Woodside Farm) was 

chosen because of its relationship with the extant Roman Road and because of its vulnerability to 

development pressure.  

 

A further day was spent by a historic environment specialist researching published material and seeking 

information from known local historians.  

 

The boundaries and the fields together with archaeological features were photographed to provide a visual 

record of the site.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

View of a field on the edge of the village of Benenden 

Ridge running through a pasture field near Benenden 
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Individual forms were filled for each field and a map of the site was annotated using a key. 

 

 

3. Challenges & limitations 
 

The draw-back with this site using footpaths only was that only where the right of way followed a 

boundary, could it be recorded in full. Elsewhere boundaries were only recorded at the end where the right 

of way intersected.  

 

There was no LiDAR data available for this site, making the identification of archaeological features 

following field survey more difficult. 
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4. Modern maps 
 
Ordnance Survey 10k 

 

Geology 
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5. Historic maps 
 

Epoch 1 

 

 

Epoch 2 
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Epoch 4 

 

 

Benenden tithe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 


