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Results summary 

 

 
 

Ridge & furrow, clay pit, 
lynchet, platforms; Source 
field walk & archives 

Little Scotney Farm, Lamberhurst. Field walk only and archive. 
Summary of historic evidence. Main archive source 2001 Scotney Castle 
Estate HLS for NT 

Remains of park pale 
to medieval deer park 
of Scotney; Source 
historic maps 

Area of medieval 
deer park now A27 
road and golf course 

Little Scotney Farm ς 
historic and 
unconverted 
farmstead 

Site of hop pickers huts; 
Source field work and 
historic maps 

Lynchets and quarry ς old 
pasture; Source field walk 

Straight hedges on banks 
with hawthorn dominant; 
Source field walk 

Hop pickers camp in wood; Source 
field survey and historic maps 

Ploughed out ox bows and river 
terraces; Source field walk 

Site of tile kiln; Source field 
name, field survey and 
Kent HER 
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Little Scotney Farm, Scotney Caste Estate, Lamberhurst 
 

Summary of findings from field survey ς non-specialist using survey forms against Level 3 
Historic Landscape Survey 

 
*  small irregular fields next to Colliers Wood contain ridge and furrow, platforms, 
lynchets and quarry; source field survey 
*  regular field pattern of rectangular fields with straight hedges on banks with silted 
ditches, some internal boundaries removed in C19 
*   C18 map of 1757 shows these boundaries as sinuous. Present species composition of an 
enclosure type hedge suggesting re-layout of  fields 
*  Little Scotney Farm ς historic medieval farmstead unconverted. In C19 and C20 was a 
centre for hop-growing. 
*  Field names from Tithe reflect land use Cold Mills by the river suggest cold land, Upper 
and Lower Dammy indicated where damsons  grow (perhaps in hedges); Thistly field self-
explanatory 
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1. Introduction 
 

Little Scotney Farm comprises part of the National Trusts Scotty Estate, and is located in Kent within the 

parish of Lamberhurst. The farm is predominantly pasture (cattle and sheep) with some hops. A map of the 

extent of the farm τ which, as the entire farm was surveyed, also illustrates the survey area τ may be 

seen below. 
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2. Method 
 

The whole farm (a total of 19 fields) was covered in three days in October by one person walking the site on 

foot. In addition the area to the west of the Iden Green Road was also recorded using footpaths only. This 

area was chosen because of its relationship with the extant Roman Road but also because it has been 

identified as a potential site for development. Some photographs were taken to provide a visual record of 

the site.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Covering the whole farm meant that every boundary was viewed on both sides, except for the farm 

ownership boundaries. 

 

Individual forms were filled for each field and a map of the site was annotated using a key. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Field view with cattle grazing in foreground and raised trackway towards valley bottom 
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3. Challenges & limitations 
 

The main challenge with this survey was identifying and recording historic features without the benefit of 

expert knowledge. Although the Field Systems inter who undertook the survey had an academic 

background in landscape history, many of the features encountered in these surveys (apart from obvious 

banks, ditches and pits) are subtle and require expert interpretation in order to identify them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Modern maps 
 

Ordnance Survey 10k 
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Geology 

 
LiDAR 
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1940s aerial

 
 

5. Historic maps 
Epoch 1 
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Epoch 2 

 
 

Epoch 4  

 
 

Lamberhurst tithe 


