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Introduction
The coming of the Romans to Britain in AD 43 resulted in major changes in the social and economic environments. The results of these changes, together with others in technology, make the period of the Roman occupation one of the most distinctive times in the history of South-East England. Thus, peace under the Romans meant that defended settlements such as hill-forts were no longer necessary, whilst new economic demands, such as military and urban markets, resulted in a massive and early expansion of the Wealden iron industry. Indeed, knowledge about the indigenous iron industry in our area and the potential to develop it may have been one of the main attractions to the Romans of colonising Britain. The size and importance of the Roman Wealden iron industry, together with the absence of any associated towns, has led to the suggestion that the region may have formed an Imperial Estate, restricting civilian exploitation of the area. This Estate perhaps comprised two main groups of iron-works, a western ‘private’ zone and an eastern area linked to the Roman fleet (the Classis Britannica).  In addition, the Weald Forest Ridge and other areas of the Weald probably acted as a boundary between the tribal territories of the Regni and the Cantiaci (or Cantii) who respectively occupied the modern counties of Sussex and Kent and had their capitals at Chichester and Canterbury. 

Roads
The Weald Forest Ridge is crossed by two major north-south orientated Roman roads. Both of these roads linked nearby iron-works to London to the north and to Hassocks and Barcombe respectively to the south, where they intersected with the Greensand Way which runs east-west just to the north of the South Downs. At Barcombe both roads also intersect with the tidal river Ouse which was probably used to transport iron by boat to the coast. A part of the London-Barcombe road at Holtye, which was surfaced with iron slag, is available for public viewing. Other unexcavated parts of this road may be observed on Camp Hill, Ashdown Forest. Other roads and tracks would have linked various iron-works to the roads, an example being a road from Galleypot Street to Wych Cross which probably served the site at Garden Hill. 

Iron- works
The many iron-works of the Weald Forest Ridge form parts of the ‘western private zone’ referred to above. They lack evidence (ie clay tiles stamped CL BR) linking them with the Classis Britannica. Some of these sites were very large, such as that at Bardown just to the south-east of the Forest Ridge.  Such sites comprised areas of iron production: ore quarry pits (as also at Tugmoreshaw, Hartfield), furnaces for roasting the ore, smelting furnaces (or bloomeries), forging hearths and slag/rubbish heaps, minor roads and tracks, and residential areas. At Garden Hill, Hartfield some iron workers had access in the second century to a rectangular timber building and an attached masonry bath-house. The large iron works at Great Cansiron, Hartfield may also have included a bath-house as nearby was a tilery which produced a wide range of tile types including those needed for a Roman under-floor heating system /baths. A major activity associated with the iron industry would have been woodland management to produce fuel and charcoal. 
Rural settlements
Whilst Roman iron-works are fairly common discoveries in the Weald Forest Ridge, evidence for settlements and sites not associated with the iron industry are rare. Based upon available evidence it appears that there is a general absence in our survey area of rural villas, native farmsteads and field systems. The nearest traces of possible agricultural activity lie to the south with the discovery of corn-drying ovens at Uckfield and Burgess Hill. Other activities may have included forestry, charcoal making and hunting.

The end of Roman activity
Whilst for unknown reasons the eastern group of iron-works had largely been abandoned by the mid third century, the western group of such sites continued longer, with some sites continuing into or throughout the fourth century. 
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