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IDENTIFICATION CHART FOR MOUNDS  
 
 
 
 

pillow mound 
 (for breeding 

rabbits) 

long barrow 
(Stone Age 

 burial mound) 

circular or long? circular long 

round barrow 
(Bronze Age 

 burial mound) 

windmill mound 
(leveled area, making 

the mill stable) 

1-2m high, 
level top 

usually on high 
ground 

1-5m high, 
rounded top   

may have traces 
of a ditch around 

the mound  

may be similar 
mound/s nearby 

often on high 
ground 

yes no  10-20m 
across 

more than 
 6m wide? 

15-200m long  
3-6m wide 
1-2m high 

may line up in 
 any direction 

ditches down the 
the long sides 

may be other 
similar mounds 

nearby 

30-100m long  
10m+ wide 
1-3m high 

usually lines up 
roughly east-west 

may have large 
stones partly buried  

no other similar 
mounds nearby  





IDENTIFICATION CHART FOR HOLLOWS  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

saw pit for cutting 
up logs 

holloway – an 
ancient road 

military  
trench  

mine pits for 
mining iron bomb crater 

slight ridge 
around the 

edge 

between 4 & 
8m wide 

no old, large 
trees near the 

hollow 

yes no 

many rounded 
hollows, often 

on high ground 

between 3 & 
5m wide 

may be small 
spoilheap 

mounds nearby 

circular  long 

shallow hollow 

about 3m long  x 
1.5m wide 

usually on a 
slope, with a little 

mound on the 
lower side 

yes no 

narrow, steep 
sided hollows   

from 2m to 
100m+ long 

zigzag, 
straight, or 
dogtooth  

ground sunk 
between parallel 

sides   

more than 10m 
long – you can 
walk along it  

usually on a 
slope 

circular or long? 

single 
hollow? 

single 
hollow? 







 
IDENTIFICATION CHART FOR LEVELLED AREAS 

 
                                                                                                     
                                                                                                       

 
 
 

charcoal 
platform 

small settlement 
or woodland 
workers hut 

medieval manor 
house with a moat 

platform for 
storage 

may have stone, brick or 
concrete showing

military 
camp 

rectangular or square  rounded 

blackened soil 
and/or bits of 

charcoal? 

shape? 

yes no 
yes no 

more than 
one levelled 
area of the 
same size?

yes no 
5-10m wide  

often near water 

more than 
 20m long? 

surrounded by 
wide ditches, may  

be wet or dry 







SIGNIFICANT TREES

Middle: 
left – pollarded tree, new re-growth out of reach of 
grazing animals 

centre – outgrown pollarded tree

right – a ‘stub’, cut at a height between coppice 
and pollard often used as a boundary marker

Top: 
coppice stools, l to r – newly cut, young re-growth, 
mature re-growth

Bottom:
grown out laid hedge


