Brede High Woods

Educational Resources

Unit in brief

Session aims:

To explore and understand the different types of:
tree species, their appearance, age, growth,
properties and uses; and woodland management and
evidence of past work in the woodland.To consider
the lives of the people working and living near the
woodlands, and the context in which the language we
use today derives from such peoples.

Curriculum Links

English Key Stage 2 -

Listen and identify features of the language used for
specific purposes. Use drama and role-play
techniques to explore themes.

English Key Stage 3 -

Making fresh connections between words, drawing
on rich experience of language. Understanding how
spoken language evolves and represents changes in
society. Using dramatic approaches to understand
themes.

Maths Key Stage 2 -

Handling data and recording and communicating
results from tables to graphs. Understanding and
applying units of measurement.

Maths Key Stage 3 -

Communicating mathematics effectively including
use of ICT. Using mathematics to interpret
situations.
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Science Key Stage 3 -

Obtain and record data. Understand variation,
classification and interdependence of species. Human
activity can lead to changes in the environment,

ICT Key Stage 2 -
Finding things out using the internet.

ICT Key Stage 3 -
Use and refine search methods.

History Key Stage 2 -

Local history study. Historical enquiry using
archaeological remains. Recognition that the past is
represented in different ways.Why Britain was
invaded in Roman, Anglo-Saxon and Viking times.

History Key Stage 3 -

Looking at archaeological evidence and discussing
the preservation of sites and peoples’ attitudes
towards them. Interpretation of history through
different media.

Geography Key Stage 2 -

Collect and record evidence using fieldwork
techniques. Increase knowledge and understanding
of environmental change and sustainable
development — how people can improve or damage
the environment, and why and how people manage
the environment sustainably. Develop map-reading
skills.
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Brede High Woods

Educational Resources

See-saw margery daw

Geography Key Stage 3 - Art and Design Key Stage 3 -

Collect and record evidence using fieldwork Drawing and sketching to communicate ideas.

techniques. Understanding physical and human

. . . . Physical Education Key Stage 2 -
influences on the environment, interactions and

sustainable development. Develop map-reading skills. Outdoors adventurous activities — working in teams

) to meet challenges.
Art and Design Key Stage 2 -

Record information and processes through drawing ~ Physical Education Key Stage 3 -
and sketching. Overcome challenges of an adventurous nature.

Structure Activity QCA Teacher notes Student
title Curriculum links worksheets

Introduction Unit in brief 9’ None

Sc2,4.a.b.c
Gel.b,2.b

Ma2, 1 .f,2.a
Ma4, | f,2.b.c.d.f
ICTl.ab

PEl l.a.c

KS3:
Sc2.2.a3,3.3.d
Ge2.1.b.d,2.2.a
Mal.l.b.c,2.4.a.b,
3.3.ab
ICT2.1.b.c,2.3.a
PE3.e

Pre-visit activities | Tree ldentification | KS2: g Tree ID sheet

Scl, l.a.b
Sc2, 1.b, 3.a.c
Ma3,4.a.b

How old is a tree? | KS2: 9 Follow web link
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Brede High Woods

Educational Resources

See-saw margery daw

Structure Activity QCA Teacher notes Student
title Curriculum links worksheets
Ancient Tree KS2: Follow web link
Hunt Scl, l.a.b,Sc2, | .b, 6
3a.c
Ma3,4.a.b

Working KS3: / None
woodland various links g

depending on
activities chosen

explorers Gel.b,2.b.c Site map
Sc2,4.a.b.c
Hi4.a,7

PEl l.a.c

KS3:

Gel.5.a, |.6.a.b,
2.1.b.d,2.2.a,2.3.a
Sc2.2.a,3.3.d
Hi4.c

PE3.e

By hook or by KS2:

crook Hi3 9
Enl,2.d.e,4.a.b.c,
6.a

Sc2,5.a.b.c
PEIl.a.b.c

KS3:

Hil.6.b
Enl.2.a,1.3.¢c,2.1.k
Sc3.3.d

PE3.e

On-visit activities | Woodland KS2: Tree ID sheet
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Brede High Woods

Educational Resources

See-saw margery daw

Structure

Activity
title

QCA
Curriculum links

Teacher notes

Student
worksheets

Wood cutter
game

KS2:

Geb.a.b
Sc2,3.a.b.c,5.a.b
PEl l.a.c

KS3:

Gel.5.3, 1.6.a.b
Sc3,4.c

PE3.e

]

None

Post-visit
activities

Whistle while you
work

KS2:

Hi3
Enl,2.d.e 6.2
ICTl.a.b
KS3:

Hil.6.b
Enl.2.a, 1.3.c
ICT2.1.b.c

None

History board
game

KS2:
Ma2,2.a
Hi2.a.c,7,10
KS3:

Hil.3, 1.4

0\

Follow web link

What'’s good
about wood!?

KS2:
Hi9
Geb.b

Follow web link

Find out more
about trees

KS2:
Sc2,5.a.b.c
KS3:
Sc3.3.d

ARG

Follow web link

Measuring the
properties of trees

KS2:
Ma3,4.a.b.e
KS3:
Mal.4.a,3.2.h

&\

Follow web link

YW e
NS
The Woodland Trust is the UK'’s leading woodland conservation charity dedicated to the

protection of our native woodland heritage. woodlandtrust.org.uk 4070 10/09

lottery fund
LOTTERY FUNDED

&

WOODLAND

TRUST

¢



B red e H igh wo Od S p| Pre-visit activity

On-site activity
Educational Resources Post-visit activity

TREE IDENTIFICATION

TEACHER’S NOTES

Session aims:

To teach about the variety of tree species present within a
given area and the different characteristics of each.

This activity can be done in conjunction with the ‘How old is a
tree?’ activity.

Using the tree identification sheet provided, go to your school
grounds or a suitable local area. Use tally marks to count the
different tree species you find. Pupils can also repeat the
activity as a homework exercise in their garden or local park
or along a public right of way.

Use the results to create graphs to show which species were
most and least common in each of the locations.

Extension activity

Ask each pupil to choose one of the tree species they found
and find out the following information using books and the
internet.

* Is it a broadleaved tree?

* Does it lose its leaves in autumn?

* Draw and label the leaf.

e Draw and label the fruit and seed.

* How is the seed of the tree dispersed?

* Name one human use of the tree — either in the past or the
present.

You may find this website useful — www.british-trees.com
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Brede High Woods

Educational Resources

Session aims:

Maths and numeracy activity to discover the approximate age

and height of a tree.

Follow the link for this activity
www.treeforall.org.uk/JoinIn/AsASchool/english.htm

Woodland Trust

treefor

p| Pre-visit activity
On-site activity
Post-visit activity

HOW OLD IS ATREE?

TEACHER’S NOTES

Vo il KS2 Maths/Numeracy

5
L PUPIL WORKSHEET

aﬁJ PRE-VISIT ACTIVITY:

HOW OLD IS ATREE?

.h,’w""da e‘”d Trust lm KS2 Maths/ N Umeracy
FOT‘QW PUPIL WoRKsHEET

PRE-VISIT ACTIVITY:
HOw oLp ISATREE;

Cnarcies of tree  Growth of girth per year (cm)
5
ech |.88
ruce 313
be 275

Use this worksheet to discove,

Chaose a tre " the approximate 5,

e to study, and hei
¥. Chaose the oldest luoklng?ne t::te;iht of a tree,
U can find,

LWhy do i
You think that this tree is older than the tre,
es nearby?

:. Measure around th
ead heighr. This is the circumference,
The circumference of my tree is I

2 truck of the tree using tape measure a¢ approx.mately a childy
chil,

4. If we know the species of the tre

:ccurate estimate of jey age. This i
5 3 5
inds of tree grow at differene
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Brede High Woods

Educational Resources

Pre-visit activity
On-site activity
Post-visit activity

A A4

Session aims:

and wildlife.

The Ancient
Tree Hunt

TEACHERS NOTES

Aims:
= T wruabie pupiks 16 unduriand that thars arw ey
reasons why we ind rees i difierent places n the
[
= To sk pugsls to write & report for 4 certain audience |3
ponsibin bearacy sarget) Thay wil ke the rake of an
arsorealar

= Tha lnsson follows an from the PLACE activity

Starter
Use the PormisPoing of tees o ganerae pusil s sbeut
tree ses The photos show:

+ e cxcharrd — b greeve in Maditarranssn

* i forestry plamarion

+ Trims i 3 park- secruation

* Christmas tee wih bghes

* & fakd Soundarylcrap vher

+ &dge of restrvor 1o reduce 5o creepiwash o

e

* Sculpeurs from 2 res

* Trees on gof course — hazardwlook nice.

+ Shade fer 4 read in France

* Home o a squrrel

+ Ba et e

g Thve Weoebared Truat b the UK g wecoiiond comervation chis ky dedsatisl 1o e frotection
- mundlandtr ik s Ancinnt TreeHumt.ory oh

of trar saiivs st her e e

Go to the teacher resources page on

including, science, geography, English, art and history.

53 Gy S e |

KS3 Geography

SPACE

Key Concepts
1.1 Space.
3 Urderssmdig the iteractions between plaet
v the revwerks cressed by ferws ol idarmisor,

posie 2o g
b Kinawing whara the placer and bndscapes wre

Snudens 1o take the rake of 3n arborealist 10 wrte 3 regoeL
Tha. activity i designed 1o ger pupik 10 apprecim the
“ariois reascns why we fnd trees i che lndscape There wil
be 3 rumbar of seassns partcdar o the lecait used for the
ek work in e PLACE acchvicy.

Assessment:

You cend e pair arsessment lar the arberiist sapert

The crieria you ask pupls 10 use could be:

1) Tha quabicy of lsbah e the map from the PLACE
Neldwark mag

) Ax bear thrme raascns char ae well explvned

3) O g ricavan ineh For Vaivgg and dilieing the et

The peer assessor can write a target for Ehe assessed wark

e then discunsiagren it with the pupl who wrobs the pisce

Plemary:
Fick e ather Bon and divkke you bove haard = the class
and wrise about chem in text siyle 1o a friend

To teach about the importance of ancient trees to both people

www.ancient-tree-hunt.org.uk/ to download various
activities about ancient trees across a range of subjects,

ANCIENT TREE HUNT

KS3 TEACHER’S NOTES

The Ancient
Iree Hunt

TASK |: TEACHERS NOTES

K51 Sivtory T et of o i e sradrmd poscont - puage |

KS3 History

THE USES OF TREES
INTHE MEDIEVAL PERIOD

Key Concepts

Looking for evidence from the Bayeus 1.1 Chronalogical Understanding.
Tapestry — an investigative exercise 1.6 Irmirpratation

= Key Processes
A— 2.2 Lsing evadence
What doer the tapesiry tell you about how trent 13 Communicssing abau the pase
were used? (a5 warlare. He in Morman Srcin and
tha camsrusticn materiaks which ware used)

Reference

The Ancient
Tree Hunt

Suidents cam use the inkormacicn from theVictorie capy found
In tha Rieacing Museum ar www baysuztapestry.org.uk
v it y.org ik By 16 bt (inakong |
www bapeustapestry. org.uk/Bayeus | T.htm (lcading te
shiipa)

e Bty arg. sk Bapex IRt (W
fesing fram 2 burring housel

Far 1ome studene: & might ko approprisne 15 gade thes o
the differenc LIELS on the site bt for others. it might be

morn appropriate for them 15 be dimceed £ the tite and
sakard b bk trriush the whais bt

K1 Brgih ety 3- page |

KS3 English
Literature/Reading/

Speaking/Listening:
THE POETRY OF TREES

ACTIVITY 2: TEACHERS SHEET

Session aims:

This acthery 3me o2 engage stusdenct with posms by thres wall-
lerconm pesets from o Esghah liserary herieage: o practise
speaking wod ksening for a frormal, prepared praventation s
weel as in inbormal groups o pair dicusiions; 0 ghighe the

Kay Concepts
[ ———

e ——

& Being chear coberent and accurats in apuhen and

KT At aod Dt Lot 4 importance of trees within cur cekural haritage. b. Rescing.aad inderstinding 2 rangs of besta.and.
o | [ ——,
rt and Desi ACTIVITY: « Berg st s e g f
e Sririe uhrttr cortests st the. chiirooe sad beyerel
: : & Miking e shseas aboar g e
Diispliy the siles of tha thees pasms b bu dacussad e
Desij - Students Incerprer the tiies by drawing a picoure or writieg a e
s satpnce aboet the miget they evcke. Mm
2. making axpaiancer.
ANCIENT TRE e Main s 20 mordr, drawéeg 0.3 rch wspararce of
The Wosdurd Trese Toachr for ciralully chber mru] e wch of the Rryge el :
S8 carasties st poems o the clss. Alter cach poam & read ase ar mare of 1.3 Cutural undersmanding

met by this Unic quasticns arw rapeated on the Activity 4 Student shest.

1. Does chis poem remind you of anything at all tha pou
imapiotin ages, atafas ovd ohér Herva woar wosn e b v boppanesd £ youl
tht are bath srgwal and of wive. 1 Does the poem remind you of anpthing yow have read
and expedinenting with idess, bafarel

you fnd curicus ar odd!

WOODLAND

| General resources:

within ta scemnl

would it be!

rrusic wonid you st

the Felowing quastians. srw asked or discuiaed Sratly 1 8
whele: cliss, then in pairs, ared finaly in groups. of foer (dhese

1,15 there anything about this poem that pursles pou ar

7.0 you could talk 1o the pott whin weuld e ik hin?
& 'When you read the poem, what kind of scene do you
whualng i por misd? Wheeo do pou think the geet is,

.11 this poem was part of a stoey, what kind of ssary

2. Gaining 3 sense of the Engish foerary Rertage ard
Engiging Witk TN fERT i L
b Exphoring b s, enpecierces and sahiet are

ety i seats o 5 rige of e

ard seusbtions.
L4 Craical anderstanding,

4,15 there anpthing you fike aboat this poem 3 2 whoke!
Any thar any words or phrases which you fred
parrticularly meaninghul emotive or efiectve!

5.1a thara snpthing pou Aeikn shous this poam!

.11 you could displar this poam somewhere. whare would
rau flan & 12 b for best effecit

| Equipment need

Copies of the three poems: Winter Trees' by Wilkam
+ Carkn Wiliaera: Throwieg 8 Tee’ by Themas Hiedy,

Traei in this Gardin' by D H Lawrance.

| Hanerials dor making coflage. or atoess 10 compueny
+ with 2 program for manpubeing or creaning images (eg.
| Chp Art could be used with Micrasa Word).

| Paer or Sl wvaluation student shest,

B0 o e b b hovw simons shoud resd dis
pomm. what kind of voice would be bes! If you were ta
ehoase music to iy in the begrousd, what ki of

[ Rulers © Develafing thek guen wews and expressing z

Pansii ol eyt hardoen HB-498 0w e, 2 Tiews shests have bese et b sbared, Fosl fres 10 photocopy aed pronic o coeagss

Pencll srarpener o Avaksing ard reffecung on war: from dverse 3 e Wi Trse = b LK kg ol 5 WOODLAND
| Rubber conteatr, B our naws wohnd hervca. TRUST

| Conoé ar charcoat

| Hard claanieg <hathy

i Mapnityng glass

| Drmwieg boaks A8 ar 43

This profect can be designed to integrie with ather subjects
such a5 Enghsh, Miscory and Drama if desied Each part b5
also designe a5 3 saparate lesson f you prefes o amit the

| Matepads. grid pager and cipboards
| Watne pats sed painting materials

| Have available photagraphic prines, notes and drawiegs

| fraem the masier seasion (Fars 1)

ather parts.
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B red e H igh WOOd S p| Pre-visit activity

On-site activity
Educational Resources Post-visit activity

WORKING WOODLAND

TEACHER’S NOTES

Session aims:

To teach about the traditional and ancient form of woodland
management known as coppicing, to discover the benefits of
such sustainable management for people and wildlife.

WTPL/Archie Milest

What is Coppicing?

Coppicing is a traditional method of woodland management in
which young tree stems are repeatedly cut down to near
ground level. In later growth years, many new shoots will grow,
and, after a number of years the coppiced tree, or stool, is
ready to be harvested, and the cycle begins again.The cycle
length depends upon the species cut, the local custom, and the
use to which the product is put. Birch can be coppiced for
faggots on a three- or four-year cycle, whereas oak can be
coppiced over a fifty-year cycle for poles or firewood.

Coppicing provides a rich variety of habitats, as the woodland
always has a range of different-aged coppice trees growing in it,
which is good for wildlife. Some areas of the woodland will be
more open, allowing sunlight to reach the woodland floor so
the flowering ground plants will increase, attracting butterflies,
bees and other wildlife. In the areas where the coppice is more

mature the tree canopy will shade the woodland floor and
different species will thrive, here including mosses and
liverworts and damp loving invertebrates.

Coppicing has the effect of maintaining trees at a young growth
stage, and a regularly coppiced tree will never die of old age —

WTPL/Helen Parr

some coppice stools can reach immense ages.The age of a stool
may be estimated from its diameter; and some are so large
(perhaps as much as 9 m or 30 ft across) that they are thought
to have been continuously coppiced for many centuries.
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Brede High Woods >

Educational Resources

Pre-visit activity

On-site activity

Post-visit activity

WORKING WOODLAND

Why coppicing?

Coppicing continues the existence of a woodland and a supply
of wood for human uses. It is beneficial for the wildlife, as rather
than cutting down all the trees, which would leave no habitat,
trees are cut in sections and on a cycle, so there is always
somewhere for the wildlife to live and feed. The coppicing allows
the woodland manager to supply wood of different sizes for
different end uses.

Coppiced trees may also have large uncut standard trees in
between them; these trees are left and allowed to grow much
larger, which means the woodland is more flexible and useful
for people. King Henry VIl introduced laws to prevent the
cutting of oak trees so that they could mature to become
suitable timber for ship building. The law required coppiced
woodlands to be enclosed to prevent deer from browsing the
new shoots and |2 uncut trees were left to mature in each
acre of woodland. So not only does the woodland provide the
small material from the coppice but also a range of larger
forms of timber for jobs like house building, ship building and
cart making. The small coppiced poles were useful for
producing charcoal, fencing, furniture, wattle weaving, hop poles
and with other timbers in the production of buildings, ships
and carts.

Using the photographs of coppiced woodland, ask the pupils to
produce a step-by-step illustration of the process of coppicing.
Encourage them to annotate their pictures with facts about
coppicing, either from the information provided, or their own
research and include the following aspects:

* Growth stages of the trees
* Standard trees
* Wildlife

* Wood products

——
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Brede High Woods

Educational Resources

Session aims:

To reinforce pre-visit activities on tree species and coppicing.
To teach about other forms of woodland management and the
historical evidence that can be seen within the woodland today.

As you walk through the woodland use the tree ID sheets to
help you to identify the different tree species.

Tree species you are most likely to see on your walk include:

Deciduous - oak, beech, sycamore, sweet chestnut, field
maple, hornbeam, hazel, silver birch, ash and larch.

Coniferous — Scots pine, Corsican pine, Sitka spruce,
Douglas fir, and western hemlock.

This list is not definitive so it may be useful to take a
guidebook with you.

Using the map, plan a route that includes one or more of the
sawpits, and using the information and images provided explain
to the class how and why sawpits were used. If the sawpits are
dry in the bottom, ask a pair to act out the work of the wood
sawyers as you explain it.

Key Stage 3 - discuss the implications behind the preservation
of such archaeological evidence which allows them to be
enjoyed by future generations.VWhat are peoples’ attitudes to
these kinds of remains from the past management of the
woodland? Can we learn about the past to help us be more
sustainable in the future?

A bit about Sawpits

The use of a saw to cut wood became common in the |3th
century and, at first, the logs were rested on wooden trestles
to be sawn. Before the saw was used, wood sawyers would
have used axes to cut and shape logs. By the |5th century, the
use of sawpits had become more common and these were
used for the next 400 years.

The sawpit was dug in the woodland near to where the trees
were being felled and usually downhill from the main felling

——
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Pre-visit activity
On-site activity
Post-visit activity

WOODLAND EXPLORERS

TEACHER’S NOTES

area.This made it easier to move and roll the large tree trunks
over the pit.

Once the tree was felled, the bark and branches would be cut
off. These could be used for other purposes, such as for making
furniture, while the bark of oaks was used to dye leather for
clothes.The larger logs were cut using the sawpit, and these
timbers would be used for beams in buildings or for bridges

or ships.

The two-handled saw itself was five- or six-foot long and
required two men to work it. First, a straight line was marked
at the top and the bottom of the log using a string and chalk
or lamp-black. Then, the log was laid over the sawpit and held
in place using iron dogs. On the saw itself, the bottom handle
was called the box, and it could be removed quickly so that the
saw could be pulled through the cut and moved to another cut.
The sawyers used wedges to hold the cut wood slightly apart
near the saw blade to stop it sticking, and they tied the log at
the cut end with cords to help keep the planks together and
straight. The wood sawyers had their
own saw and they moved around the

countryside looking for work.The

wood sawyer working at the top was

responsible for making sure the cut

was straight.

All the processing of timber was
done in the woodland so that it was
easier to transport by horse and cart

out of the woods.The planks and
beams were easier to transport once
they were cut square, and this meant
they were also lighter for the horses
to pull along too.Today, we only cut
off the branches and then use a crane
to lift the tree trunks onto a lorry
which transports them to an external
processing facility.
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Brede High Woods

Educational Resources

Session aims:

To teach about the origins of common English phrases and
sayings and how they are connected with historical countryside
and rural culture.To use drama, role-play and outdoor
adventurous activities to reinforce knowledge and make
relevant to the modern day.

In the English language we have many sayings that have been
used for hundreds of years although most people today do not
even know the origins of such sayings as those below. Ask the
class if they know the modern meanings of the sayings.

‘“‘Beat around the bush” — game birds are scared out from
their hiding places behind bushes before they are killed for
food.

“Strike while the iron is hot” - blacksmiths heat up the iron
before hammering it into shape.They have to work quickly
before the iron cools otherwise it becomes brittle and cannot
be shaped.

“Getting the short end of the stick’ — rush lights were a
poor man’s candle, as they did not burn for very long, so
visitors would often leave before the light went out. If a person
didn’t want a visitor to stay for too long, they would
deliberately chose a part burned short rush light so that the
person would have to leave sooner.

“Sleep tight” — beds used to be made out of a wooden frame
with ropes strung between and straw mattresses on the top.
Every so often the ropes would need to be tightened.

“The under dog” — origins actually refer to the wood
sawyers working in the sawpits. The under dog referred to the
man working in the actual sawpit itself. He had the harder, less
pleasant task of sawing upwards above him and the saw dust
would frequently fallen on his head.

——

Y
Q
The Woodland Trust is the UK'’s leading woodland conservation charity dedicated to the

protection of our native woodland heritage. woodlandtrust.org.uk 4070 10/09

Pre-visit activity
On-site activity
Post-visit activity

BY HOOK OR BY CROOK

TEACHER’S NOTES

“The top dog” — is the exact opposite, and refers to the man
working above the tree trunk or branch. He had the easier job
of cutting downwards, but had to make sure the cut was
straight. This job took more concentration and intelligence than
the under dog’s job.

“By hook or by crook” — refers to the Norman woodland
laws for peasants regarding collecting wood for their fires. They
were allowed to collect only dead wood from the ground or
any dead twigs which they could reach from standing on the
ground and using a hooked stick or crook.

Divide the class into pairs.Tell them to imagine that they are
local peasants that need to collect firewood. They must follow
the laws of the woodland and can only collect dead wood that
they can reach and that they can carry easily. The rules for the
class are that they can only pick up wood that is as long as their
leg and no wider (this is for safety reasons).They can tell if the
wood is alive if it is green when they scrape back the bark with
their fingernail. If it is brown, then it is dead and they can collect
it. Once they have collected the wood they are magically
transported to modern times and the wood is now to be used
for wildlife to make habitat hotels (log piles) for invertebrates.
They can make habitat hotels in their pairs or in groups.

Once the class have made their habitat hotels, discuss how the
peasants would have found life then compared to the modern
world. Discuss the wildlife implications of removing dead wood
from the ecosystem in large quantities.VWhat animals and plants
rely on the dead wood and might move into the hotels they
have made.Which food chains are supported by dead wood,
and what would the world be like without decomposers?
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B re d e H ig h wo Od S Pre-visit activity

p| On-site activity
Educational Resources Post-visit activity

WOOD CUTTER GAME

TEACHER’S NOTES

Session aims: If you have time you can play the game again and mix it up so
that the ‘trees’ can choose to be a mature standard or a

To reinforce, in an active and alternative way, the processes . .
. ) i coppice, they cannot change their tree management once the
involved in woodland management and how sustainable they are. . }

game has started, see what happens with this more random

Based on the game wink murder. management.

Stand in a circle. Select a woodland detective, and they must
move away out of sight and earshot. Everyone in the circle
closes his or her eyes.The teacher then walks around the
outside of the circle and selects one person to be the wood
sawyer by tapping them on the shoulder.This person must not
tell anyone that they are the wood sawyer.Ask the class to
open their eyes, now explain that everyone, except the wood
sawyer, is a tree in woodland that is managed by coppicing.
The wood sawyer’s job is to cut down the trees; they must do

WTPL/Robert MacLeod

this by secretively winking or blinking at the trees.The ‘trees’
once they have been ‘cut’ will fall down to the ground, but
remind them that they can re-grow with multiple stems each
time they are cut.The ‘trees’ can use their arms, hands and
fingers to represent this. Remind the ‘trees’ that once they
know who is the wood sawyer they must also try to keep the
secret, and that there is no talking in this game. Now call back
the woodland detective, explain that their job is to detect two
things: one what type of woodland management is happening,
and two who is the wood sawyer.

WTPL

Once the woodland detective has guessed correctly, you can
discuss with the class about the types of trees that they were
pretending to be. Now you can play the game again with a new
detective and wood sawyer, but this time the management of
the woodland is different. The ‘trees’ will not be able to grow
back once they are cut. Once the wood sawyer has been
identified, or there are no ‘trees’ left standing, discuss this type
of woodland management — which is clear fell or thinning.
Explain that this is common in faster growing plantations of

conifer trees.

——
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Brede High Woods

Educational Resources

Session aims:

To teach about the origins of common English songs, and
rhymes, and how they are connected with the countryside and
the culture of the rural and working class people in the past.
Use drama, role-play, presentation skills and music to reinforce
knowledge and make relevant to the modern day.

People often sing, hum or whistle while they are working,
especially when they are doing practical tasks such as
gardening or cleaning. These tunes can be anything from
popular songs to made-up ditties. People have been singing
songs as they work for many centuries, and some of these
songs that were sung hundreds of years ago are still well
known today, often as children’s nursery rhymes. Songs were
often a form of celebrating or remembering political or
significant events that have passed. For poor people, who may
have lived in the remote countryside, new songs may have
been the bringer of news from other parts of the country.
These people did not read or write and so word of mouth was
an important way of finding things out.

Although it is difficult to find out exactly where the songs were
first sung and who sung them or wrote them, we can make
some assumptions if we look closely at the words in the song.
Some people think that the wood sawyers sang See Saw
Margery Daw as they cut the logs; singing whilst they worked
helped them to keep time and took their minds off how
difficult or back-breaking the work was. Other people think it
is a child’s teasing song that would be sang whilst they played
on a seesaw, teasing another child that they are only fit to
work as slave labour at the workhouse.

——
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Pre-visit activity
On-site activity
Post-visit activity

WHISTLE WHILEYOU WORK

TEACHER’S NOTES

In pairs ask the pupils to sing and act out the See Saw Song
keeping time together.

See Saw Margery Daw

Johnny shall have a new master
He shall earn but a penny a day
Because he can't work any faster

Using the internet, ask the pupils in pairs to research one of
the following nursery rhymes and collect information to
present it to the class.

* Ring around the rosie

e Mary Mary quite contrary
* Sing a song of sixpence

* There was a crooked man
* Little boy blue

* Old mother hubbard

Choose one pair to present each rhyme and the class can add
any other information they have found.

Working in pairs again, ask them to think of a modern task that
they or their parents do at home or work, ie gardening, fixing
the car, hanging out the washing etc. Now they must work
together to make up a modern working rhyme to help the
work go by faster. Remind them to think about key words and
rhymes, and a tune that is easy to remember.
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Brede High Woods Pro-viic aceiviey
n-site activity

Educational Resources ) | Post-visit activity

THE GREAT SANDERS BOARD GAME

TEACHER’S NOTES

Session aims:

To reflect on the knowledge of the history of Great Sanders in

a fun and educational board game.

Download the instructions and templates to play the game.

The Great Sanders Board Game

WOODLAND
ThUET
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Brede High Woods

Educational Resources

Session aims:

To encourage pupils to think about the uses humans have

made of woodland products.To show how the importance of

some of these may have changed over time, but how even

today wood is still a valuable resource.

Follow the link for this activity

www.treeforall.org.uk/Joinin/AsASchool/english.htm

——
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Woodland Trust T~

treeforq

Session aims:
To encoasrage pupih 1 think abourt the uses humars have made
of woadard prodien To thinw how the mportance of some of
theon g o changed ceer e bus S pven iy wood Is
woll 3 viksable reaerce,

Activity:

Pugils shoukd STt by insestyating thair cssroom et school
anadior hesme for i may keive a5 posuble that are eebe of
et They coveht procduce it of wooden kems, o design
bk o sigrs that sy M of wood which could thes be
atmached 1o wooden sefects arcund schadl.

Pugds shoud compdi & mitks Eiting whare the wood & furd
ardd what it does waing woekiheet one.

Theey sharche then coesider how th is of wood hive darged
oo K o 5098 i Shat wre sradde of woeed in the past
are s eebe e recders mseriab, but BE some wooden
inarra are woll ighty vakied ased B8 iy workahest two.
Background activity:

Tha pre-wst acriviry focised on the changing land um in the
conamurpich, Diespitn ch far thar much of i has bems clearsd
tor other purpauer, woodkyed has 3bwaps remaned 3 much-
vased Bumian ressurce

Traditlonal uses of wood:

Wood producta

Timber framed buddings

Fuminre

Ships

Cart whaeh:

Giaes and hurdies [eg for fencing shess)

Bareihs (g far baer)

Touh {ag briahes, aum fondins)

Other uses

Puper

Fusl {31 rw wond ar charenal] heacng, cooking, imelting asd
working ircn

Tanrirg Seather ok bark}

Dy sk bark)

Handicia {eg 3spiin fom wike bark]

The Woodland Trust is the UK'’s leading woodland conservation charity dedicated to the
protection of our native woodland heritage. woodlandtrust.org.uk 4070 10/09

TEACHER SHEET

POST-VISIT ACTIVITY:

WHAT'S GOOD ABOUT WOOD?

Other produes from wosdland
Garme {wid pig, do. woodeock, phisaant, rabit - the lete
twes were Incroduced by man)

Riats (g, g

Laress [ himthorn has iibls lusmics, skl lewist €4 b
wnnd 2 2 dye and imncricide)

Bervies (¢4 mouncan ath berries uied for ams, jelies and
i, ehiderbuervies and Blackbarries wed to make wine
Muta facarea and Besch mot as food far domestic pigs, hazel
s for hemas consumpeion)

Musheoomd, ulle:

Phathseos fused i refigiout ritusk)

Heney

Fine resin fused & & el or wood greerative)

i Equipment:
 Werksheats, pancle. imcematias books, secast 30 the
i mtnes, dsplay maeial i

QCA Curriculum links:

HISTORY This scxivity may gve 3 opportunity t
study historic parieds such as tha Roman, Anglo-
Sason andViking ages.

Unit 64 (Year 4):Why have people Invaded
and settled in Britain in the past?

A Roman case

Unit 6B (Year §):Why have people invaded
and settled in Britain in the past?

An Anglo-Saxon study

Unit §C (Year 8)/Why have people invaded
and sottied in Britain in the past!
AViking case study

GEOGRAPHY

Uit 8 (Year 4k Improving the environment
g Section 2What do we throw away in the
elassroom? Could it be reduced!

Pre-visit activity
On-site activity
| Post-visit activity

WHAT’S GOOD ABOUT WOOD?

TEACHER’S NOTES

"% | Mg bing,
s o ey
fram 4 2 15 by
watan 20 Food frapyg gper - SOECIRd
B ey By Such ag g 2T
pecmt oY 2o, e 1 6
el <Dy tolipe g
e kbirriag g g © 0000 foog

St van e
CIMMpr,
e el o m"i‘;:”w
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B re d e H ig h wo Od S Pre-visit activity

On-site activity
Educational Resources ) | Post-visit activity

FIND OUT MORE ABOUT TREES

TEACHER’S NOTES

Session aims:

To encourage pupils to think more closely about the types of
trees they have seen and to find out additional information
about them.This will also develop an understanding of a
scientific approach to studying nature.

Follow the link for this activity
www.treeforall.org.uk/Joinln/AsASchool/english.htm

Faal:] KS2 Science
Weedland Trust 'y L~
-FO a TEACHERS SHEET
FIND OUT MORE ABOUT TREES
Sesslon Aims: To encousge pupls 1 think more v foresery g
ctosely dbout the pes of srees ey b bnen iswehoed M g0 oo websion, Follow the bk ‘Learsings
planting are e i ot aditicnal rbormiation SSeuL . Forua: ffe’ oo Tree species informanion’. Has information
It e deveops snderitaring of & scintife gpresh v T T i e s s v | 3
stadping naure. and 51 spruce].
Activley: Pupls sminct onr of thn trea spacies plareed www-sags plantschcam.ac ukltrees
s i 1 0 e iy e i o g o s i o e i —
selentifc vecsbutary hey should wiite 3 descrpuion S el oo st species. el 77 r{‘?f \
chosen tree. They can use sy notes or sheuches made ol the g oo S names y festy G K
ereeds) they plasced But alsa research more ndcrmaton ,FO - §2 Scie
sbout the distinctve feanures of each spacies. | possbie, & /& Nce

woukd be helphul ¥ dignal phosograghs coud be Taken during
e Fed wisit 10 recerd dhy o

examples of the Hamed trees. Use B pupil workshee 1
fcus ieas and beagin your tree escription.

Background Information

Sowrces of informarion about tree speces

Toe Woodland Trust poster or simile may be & helplul

smeting pont Usesl websites inchude: QCA Currkculum links:
wembricich-rees.com Urit &8 (Yuar ): Inturdupendence and adaptation.
i indorrnation oo al Beiish e specius - foilow the Suction 9:Animals snd pnts in & diffarnt habieat

it e e’ Fk

B ok g,
Fike vy, g,

R st g
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Pre-visit activity

B re d € H ig h WO Od S On-site activity

Educational Resources ) | Post-visit activity

MEASURING THE PROPERTIES OF TREES

TEACHER’S NOTES

Session aims:

To use mathematical techniques to explore features of trees.

Follow the link for this activity
www.treeforall.org.uk/Joinln/AsASchool/english.htm

J

Woodland Trust

tl"eE’foraﬁJ

N KS2 Maths/Numeracy

TEACHERS SHEET

POST-VISIT ACTIVITY:

MEASURING THE PROPERTIES OF TREES

Background information:

M the activities described here are carried out soon after the
tree planting experience (ie in the winter months) they will
need to be adapted slightly. Evergreen trees or shrubs could
be used for many of these exercises  broadieaved trees are
bare, For the "How many leaves!” exereise, counts of buds of
broadieal wees could be used instead of counts of leaves. It is
easier to vee the branch structure of a winter tree, 5o
potentially this could provide a more accurate estimate.

Aims: To use matheratical techniques 1o explore feanres
of trees.

Activities:
How old is a tree?

Ask pupsls to visually assess a number of trees Which do
they think is the oldest?! Vhy! Oider trees will tend to be
waller, larger and with wider trunks, They may also have mare
dead wood in the tree crown. If a log of wood is available,
count the annual rings; remembar it can ba quite hard to see
all the rings. particularly If they are very close togeshar

To eatimate the age of a Fving tres, use 1 tpe measure or
piece of sring to measure the distince around the trunk
about one metre from the ground. Every 2.5cm of girth
represents about one year's growth. Hence a tree with
girth of 40cm will be sbaeen years old. Using this method,
pupsls can conducr 3 cansus of traes in the local area, Which
s the oldest? Which is the yourgest! The data ean be
presented in an imaginative way, for example a tmeline
shawing how the ages of these trees compare to other xges
of significance to the pupils (their ages, ages of parents or
grandparents), Alernathvely create a bar chart showing the
fraquency of ocourrence of trees of particular ages.

Extension question: Why do you think same trees might
grow faster than athers! (Trees in the open grow fster than
trees in woodland because there is less competition from
ather trees. Some species of tree grow faster than others),
Mate: figures can be Incorporated into the calculation above

——

o take these factors inte accaunt, For example an average
woodand tres increases girth by approwimaraly 1.25cm par
year (rather than 2.5¢em for a tree i the open). Differences
between species can also be significant. On wverage, cak
increases girth by |.B3cm, pine and spruce by 3.13cm and
sycamore by 2.75cm,

How tall is a tree?

A simple method to estimate the height of a tree is to use 2
pencil, Hold this vertically ax arm's lengeh. Walk away from
tha trea unil the top and boram of the pencil are in ling
with the top and bowom of the tree. The distance between
the observer and the base of the tree (plus ane metre) is
equivalent to the height of the tree. This can be measured
using a long tape measure or by working out the length of
the pups stride and ‘pacing out’ the distance. Trew height can
alsa be measured mare accurately using a clinamater (i
available).

Extension question: Find two trees of the same species.
Are they the same height? f not. what are the reasans why
they might be of déflerent height! (They could be of different
ages or one could be growing in 3 less favourable
wvieonmant than the sther ona),

How many leaves are there on a tree! (this
can be done with an evergreen in winter)

Ask the puplls 1o think of mesheds for estimating the
rumhar of lewas on & tree, Chocse 3 small specimen ro
make this exercise manageable.

The easiess imethed is to count the number of baaves on a
typical twig, number of twigs on a small branch, number of
small branches on a larger branch and number of large
branches an the whale tree. Multiply all these figures
wgather,

Extension question:VWhat are the flaws with this method!
Are there any ways that this method could be improved!
{For example. what is a ‘typical twigl)
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