


So you want to 
create a Welly 

Walk?



What is a Welly Walk?
•The walk starts and ends at the school gate.  

•Prior to the walk, a group of children are 
involved in looking at maps of their local 
area, identifying key local features and 
planning potential routes.  

•This group of children then go on the walk, 
assist in writing route directions and create 
pictorial guidance.

All the information is then collated and published in to personalised Welly Walk leaflets 
which are subsequently shared with the wider community and incorporated into your 

schools’ schemes of work, becoming a regular event for the children.



Why is it 
important?

Welly Walks provide numerous cross curricular learning opportunities and help school 
children to experience the outdoor classroom whilst gaining knowledge of their local 

environment.



Find yourself in the High Weald

Use Use Use Use www.highweald.orgwww.highweald.orgwww.highweald.orgwww.highweald.org to learn more to learn more to learn more to learn more 
about this unique landscapeabout this unique landscapeabout this unique landscapeabout this unique landscape



What’s so 
special about 
the High 
Weald?



Well with all its woods and hedges,



rolling hills,



small, funny shaped fields



lowland heaths,



sunken lanes,



and scattered settlements; farms dotted all 
over the countryside,



there’s nowhere else quite like it.



Great! Where do we begin?

Have a look at some existing walks

www.highweald.org - Schools Learning Zone
Tip: Benenden, Crawley Down, Rolvenden & Hever School all have downloadable walks

ASK: Where does the route go? How far is the walk?

What landscape features does the walk include?



Getting Started

• Use an Ordnance Survey Explorer Map  
Tip: Use www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/oswebsite/ to help identify which paper map you need 

or http://wtp2.appspot.com/wheresthepath.htm if you wish to plan online.

• Find your school and begin to trace local Public 
Rights of Way  (PRoW)

• If you are a High Weald Hero School you could use 
your bespoke map set to look at the local landscape 
and identify key characteristics.

• Online maps – Google, Multimap etc are great for 
getting an overview of the area but don’t always 
identify PRoW



Start plannning…

Now, as a class, think more specifically about where you 
might like to go on your Welly Walk.

• Find a circular route, using minor roads and PRoW from the 
school gate

• Encourage the children to identify interesting places that 
they could visit e.g. woods, ponds, farms

• Using the scale of the map, can the children calculate an 
approximate distance of their chosen route? Somewhere 
between 2 & 5 miles (3-6km) is a good length for a Welly 
Walk. 



Enhancing your route

• Find out as much as you can about your local area and its 
history – www.highweald.org , village websites

• Information on different types of 
maps…www.highweald.org/look-after/property-
management/historical-research.html

• What’s in a name? 
www.nottingham.ac.uk/~aezins//kepn/search.php

• If you’re feeling technical…www.magic.gov.uk can help to 
identify more features e.g. ancient woodland, nature 
conservation sites.

• www.old-maps.co.uk is an interesting site for seeing how 
your area has changed over time



Check it out
Next you will have to test the routeNext you will have to test the routeNext you will have to test the routeNext you will have to test the route

Check: Check: Check: Check: 
• Is it safe?Is it safe?Is it safe?Is it safe?
• Is it easy to navigate?Is it easy to navigate?Is it easy to navigate?Is it easy to navigate?
• How long does it take? How long does it take? How long does it take? How long does it take? 
• How far is it?How far is it?How far is it?How far is it?
• Are there suitable places to stop for a snack and lunch?Are there suitable places to stop for a snack and lunch?Are there suitable places to stop for a snack and lunch?Are there suitable places to stop for a snack and lunch?
• Identify potential photo pointsIdentify potential photo pointsIdentify potential photo pointsIdentify potential photo points

Tip: Walk the route at least once on your own/with another adult, before 
taking the children to test the route - avoids getting lost with the 
children, nasty surprises e.g. blocked footpaths, broken stiles etc.



Once you’re happy with the route, 
the risk assessment is completed and 
the adult:child ratio met you’re ready 
to test the route with the children…



Division of labour

It is important that the children feel that they have a role in It is important that the children feel that they have a role in It is important that the children feel that they have a role in It is important that the children feel that they have a role in creating this creating this creating this creating this 
walk. Group the children and give them a job before testing the walk. Group the children and give them a job before testing the walk. Group the children and give them a job before testing the walk. Group the children and give them a job before testing the route route route route 

with them.with them.with them.with them.

• Chief Scribers - writing the route instructions (ensure there’s 
an adult doing this too!)

• Fantastic Photographers – direction points and interesting 
things people will see. 

• Eagle eyes: Health and safety notes – how many stiles are 
there? Does it cross any busy roads? Does anything need 
repairing? 

• Mighty map readers



Check list for the day

• Hi-vis vests – 1 for each adult
• Maps – 1 for each map reader + 1 for you
• Clipboards & paper – 1 for each instruction writer + 1 for 

Eagle Eyes group
• Digital cameras with CHARGED batteries
• Risk assessment signed
• Parent consent forms signed
• Mobile phone + relevant contact numbers
• First aider + kit
• Check children have lunch, suitable footwear, seasonal 

requirements e.g. gloves/sun tan lotion
• Your own snack and lunch!



Enjoy the walk

Although the children will be busy on the walk, stop 
occasionally to share information and help them 
learn more about the local area.  

Outdoor Activity cards – download from 
www.highweald.org



Upon your return

Collect all the information and photos.

Choose 12 photos that best ‘signpost’ the way

As a class, write a set of clear instructions

Use existing welly walk leaflets to help you!



Key photos –
numbered and 
linked to 
instructions & 
map

Clear, concise 
instructions to 
guide people on 
the walk

Map with 
highlighted route, 
key place names

Interesting things to 
look out for along the 
way

Activity points 
identified – safe 
places to stop, eat 
or explore



Great opportunity to include 
more of your children’s photos

Make it personal…

Eagle Eye notes

Crucial information for anyone interested in 
following your walk

General 
information 
about your 
local area



You may wish to include fascinating facts 
and local information about the local area



Finishing Up

If you want to turn your Welly Walk into a leaflet for 
future use, it can be simply produced.  Microsoft 
Word or Publisher are great tools for organising your 
pictures and text (ICT curriculum links…)

Encourage others to get involved – parents, governors, 
other classes etc

Send us a copy! 
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