
The High Weald AONB Joint Advisory Committee provides guidance to local authorities and other bodies on implementing 
the statutory AONB Management Plan and on how local and government policy objectives can be accommodated without 

damaging the outstanding character of this nationally important landscape.
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The High Weald Joint Advisory Committee’s Research Programme

Furthering understanding of one of England’s Finest Landscapes

The High Weald Joint Advisory Committee’s management aims and priorities for the AONB are firmly based on an 
understanding of the fundamental and defining character of the whole area – that is, those components of natural 
beauty that have made the High Weald a recognizably distinct and homogenous area for at least the last 700 
years and that will continue to define it in the future.  It develops its understanding through undertaking work 
itself, through its specialist team, the AONB Unit, or by commissioning independent reports from others.

The primary purpose of its research programme is to better understand the components of natural beauty. The 
key components are:

Geology, landform, water systems and climate: deeply incised, ridged and faulted landform of clays and •	
sandstone. The ridges tend east-west and from them spring numerous gill streams that form the headwaters 
of rivers. Wide river valleys dominate the eastern part of the AONB. The landform and water systems are 
subject to and influence, a local variant f the British sub-oceanic climate.  	
Settlement: dispersed historic settlements of farmsteads, hamlets and late medieval villages founded on trade •	
and non-agricultural rural industries. 
Routeways: ancient routeways (now roads and Rights of Way) in the form of ridge-top roads and a dense •	
system of radiating droveways. The droveways are often narrow, deeply sunken and edged with trees, 
hedges, wildflower-rich verges and boundary banks. 
Woodland: a great extent of ancient woods, gills and shaws in small holdings, the value of which is •	
inextricably linked to long-term management. 
Field and heath: small, irregularly shaped and productive fields, often bounded by (and forming a mosaic •	
with) hedgerows and small woodlands and typically used for livestock grazing. Small holdings and a non-
dominant agriculture. Distinctive zones of heaths and inner river valleys.

 
By researching the key components - their history, development, distribution, special qualities, deterioration, 
damage and loss - we can develop an evidence base for the AONB Management Plan and other AONB policy and 
guidance. 

The JAC’s secondary purpose is to better understand how the High Weald landscape can contribute to society 
- food, energy, water provision, flood protection, recreation, biodiversity and fisheries - without damage to its 
natural beauty. 				 

Further Information 
High Weald AONB Unit 
Woodland Enterprise Centre, Hastings Road, Flimwell, East Sussex TN5 7PR 
T:01580 879500
E:info@highweald.org
W: www.highweald.org


























































































































