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Risk Assessment – Wild about Dark Skies Walk
If you wish to undertake a Dark Skies walk as part of the Festival celebrations, you are required to complete a risk assessment before the walk and to submit this to: info@highweald.org.
You can use your own template if you prefer, but we have prepared this one to help highlight the important risks to consider when leading a walk at night.

Please be aware that it is your responsibility as the walk event organiser to ensure that your attendees are safe and ensure that:
· They need to wear suitable clothing and footwear

· It takes around 20 minutes for your eyes to adjust to darker conditions so have time built in for the attendees to adjust

· Provide red torches for safety reasons

· Walk guides must have hi-vis jackets and red light torches.  
	Place and length of walk
	
	Likelihood (L)
	X
	Severity (S)



	Accessibility
	
	Almost Impossible 
	1
	Insignificant (minor injury, no time off)

	Risk Assessor
	
	Unlikely
	2
	Minor (injury and up to 7 days off)

	Room/Area
	
	Possible
	3
	Moderate (injury causing more than 7 days off)

	Activity/Task
	
	Likely
	4
	Major (death or serious injury)

	Date
	
	Almost Certain 
	5
	Catastrophic (multiple deaths)

	Benefit of activity
	Wild about Dark Skies night walk



	Hazard
	Risk
	Who might be harmed
	Likelihood of risk taking into account the proposed actions
	Proposed action

	Managing communication on walk
	Injury to the Members of Public or individuals get lost
	Volunteers and attendees
	
	Ensure walk leaders are briefed and there are enough personnel to cover the people on the walk

Ensure that the walk has mobile signal 



	Uneven ground/tree roots
	Slips, trip and falls
	Volunteers and attendees
	
	Ensure all are wearing suitable footwear, sturdy boots. Point out hazards throughout visit, should the need arise.

	Night vision
	Injury to Members of the Public
	Volunteers and attendees
	
	Ensure Members of the Public eyes are adjusted to dark light

Have appropriate lighting for moving in areas

Assess the walk in the day and at night

Ensure a register is taken 
Always have a person a front and back of walk

	Moving vehicles
	Collision with vehicles on private and public roads


	Volunteers and attendees 
	
	Ensure adequate awareness of moving vehicles. Walk in single file where necessary.

Warn all participants of risks throughout activity.

	Over-hanging or falling branches or trees
	Injury to eyes and face from whips or crushing injuries from larger branches / trees
	Volunteers and attendees
	
	Point out hazards throughout visit, should the need arise.

Contact PROW team to report dangerous trees if necessary.

Cancel activity if it is dangerously windy.

Warn of small branches flicking behind, look out for each other.


	Brambles and nettles
	Cuts, thorns, and allergic reactions
	Volunteers and attendees
	
	Identify hazardous plants and warn of potential risks.

Warn of brambles flicking behind them or catching clothes, look out for each other.  Long trousers recommended.

	Livestock and other animals
	Scared and intimidated
	Volunteers and attendees
	
	Agree livestock protocols with landowner in advance

Dogs should be on leads but warn of possibility that they won’t be.



	Barbed Wire Fences
	Cuts, scratches
	Volunteers and attendees
	
	Do not to touch barbed wire fence.

	Stiles and steps
	Trips, bruises
	Volunteers and attendees
	
	Be careful of slipper wood and poorly maintained steps.

	Rivers, streams and ponds
	Slippery banks, drowning.
	Volunteers and attendees
	
	Stay away from water’s edge and to be careful when on bridges crossing bodies of water – use appropriate handrails etc.  

	Tetanus and Leptospirosis (Weils disease) 
	Illness
	Volunteers and attendees
	
	Risk of contamination from animal faeces and soils before and during activity. Handwipes/antibacterial gel available before eating snacks

Wash hands on return

	Weather

Rain, wind, sun
	Hypothermia, sunstroke
	Volunteers and attendees
	
	Wear suitable clothing.

	Covid-19 Coronavirus
	Catching or passing on virus
	Volunteers and attendees
	
	Stringent hand washing/sanitising taking place regularly.

Social Distancing - comply with the 2-metre (6.5 foot) gap ideally side-by-side and outdoors.

Landowners to open gates and doors.

Pre-visit checks to ensure Landowners are happy to comply and understand.

	Additonal information if required
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Contact details of local hospitals for example:
Tunbridge Wells Hospital at Pembury: Pembury, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN2 4QJ Tel: 01892 823535 

Princess Royal Hospital: Lewes Road, Haywards Heath, West Sussex, RH16 4EX Tel: 01444 441881

Conquest Hospital: The Ridge, St. Leonards-on-Sea, East Sussex, TN37 7RD Tel: 0300 131 4500
If in doubt just call 999

