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Protected by law for future generations
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The AONB Management Plan

AONBs are preserved for the
characteristic beauty of their landscape
(termed ‘Natural beauty’ in law)

All public bodies, including Parish
Councils, are required by law to have
regard for conserving the natural
beauty of AONBs (Section 85, CROW
Act 2000)

The AONB Management Plan sets out
the character of the AONB and the
objectives for conserving it

The Plan provides criteria for assessing
whether the polices and actions of
public bodies meet their legal duty

The High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty ,
Management Plan 2014-2019



An outstandingly beautiful landscape !

with characteristic features:

e Geology, landform, water systems and climate
(sandrock outcrops, Gill streams)

e Settlement (Dispersed settlement pattern,
Historic farmsteads)

e Routeways (droveways, sunken lanes)

e Woodland (ancient woodland, archaeological
remains)
* Field and heath (Unimproved grassland, __
heathland, historic field boundaries
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gather evidence & baseline
information, nclecng
High Weald AONB character
component data & historic maps




How can we help?
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Geology & Water

High Weald AONB
Landscape Character:
Geology, landform, water
systems & climate

Benenden Parish

Key
- Water - ponds, reservoirs etc, (G1)
Watercourses (G1)

Sandstone outcrops (G2)

Area of parish outsie the High Weald AONS
for which data is not displayed or not available
(NB: only applicable where parishes straddie
the AONB boundary)

High Weaald AONB boundary

Summary Character Description:
The Migh Weald AOND s characterined by & deeply Inciyed
ed and favited landorm of Clays and dandstone The ridges

pant-wint, and from them spring memeroos gill strearrn

that farm the he ters of reers. Wide river valley

dominate the eastern paet of the AONE, The landorm and

water » 4 are subject to, and Influance, » kcal vansat of

the Brmish sub-oceanic climate

Management Plan Objectives

G2 Otyective: To restove the notura) function of river

cotchments

et the sondstone ovtcrops end other
 features of the AONS

G2 Otyective: To p
impartant gealogs

N

servation and enhancement of the Migh

O3 Obyective: Chmotk conditions and rotes of chomge wh

suppoart continued
Weald's wolwe londscope and hatveats

Fon further whdo pheme refer 1o e High Weald AONS Management Plon,
et b oy e dommioadod Trom ome weliite (e sdidiess bohow)
Researched and produced by the
High Weald AONB Unit

T: 01424 723011
E: nfo@highweald.org
W: www highweald org

t. AT rigres reseryedt. 1N001960L, 3000 1A 1000 LBANS




istoric Rout

High Weald AONB
Landscape Character:
Historic routeways

Benenden Parish

Key
* == Historic routeways - roads (R1)

e Historic routeways - PROW (R1)

- Area of parsh outside the High Weald AONB
for which data is not dispisyed or not svadable
{NB: only applicable where parishes straddle
the AONB boundary)

— High Weaki AONB boundary

Summary Character Description:

The Migh Weald AONS » characterised by anclent
routeways (now roads, tracks and paths) in the form of
ridge-top roads and a dense system of radiating
droveways. Ancient routeways are often narrow, deeply
sunken, and edged with trees, hedges, wildflower-rich
verges and boundary banks

Management Plan Objectives
R1 Objective: To maintain the histaric pattern ond
featwes of rovteways

R2 Objective: To enhance the ecological function of
roureways

Fon Luarther e phosse tuled 10 the Hgh Weald AONS Masagement Flan,
W h My T Sowioaded oM Gur webute (1ee addvess bebow)

Researched and produced by the
High Weald AONB Unit

1: 01424 723011
E: info®@hghweald.org
W: www.highweald org

watect arv: 20

EOTS reae v BUNOT RTL. 1OORTE 2 BN, 100 1SARS



Historic Settlement

High Weald AONB
Landscape Character:
Historic settlement

Benenden Parish

Key

Hntoric farrmteads ($2)

Area of parish outside the High Weald AONS
for which data is not dsplayed or not avadable
{NB: only appiicabile where parishes straddle
the AONB boundary)

— High Weald AONB boundary

-
D Hustoric settlement extent ¢ 1860 (52)
(NB: This data is not avislable for every parsh)

Summary Character Description:

The Migh Weald AONB Is charactersed by dispersed
historic settlements of farmateads and hamiets, and late
medieval villages founded on trade and non-agriculturs
rural Industries

Management Plan Objectives

51 Objective: To recomnect settiements, residents and
their sUpPPorTing econonie activity with the surrounding
countryside.

52 Objective: To protect the historic pattern of settiement.

53 Objective: To enhance the architectinrol quality of the
High Weold.

Fow further indo phesse refer 1o e High Weald AOND Management Pan,
which may be dowrdosded from ow webute {see sddren below)

Researched and produced by the
High Weald AONB Unit

T: 01424 723011
E: info@highweald.org
W: www highweald org

20160324
wh copyTighn. All rights Teseresd. 10001960 0192 K8, 10001 AN

10001561




Ancient Woodland

High Weald AONB
Landscape Character:
Ancient woodland

Benenden Parish

Key
Anclent woodland (W1)

- Area of parish outside the High Weald AONB
for which data s not displayed or not avallable
(NB: only appicabile where parishes straddie
the AONE boundary)

High Weald AONB boundary

Summary Character Description:
The High Weald AONS s characterised by the great
extent of ancient woodland, gills, and shaws n small
holdings, the vatue of which is mextricably linked 1o
long-term management

Management Plan Objectives
W1 Objective; To maintain existing extent of woodland
and particularly ancient woodiond.

W2 Objective: To enhance the ecological functioning of
woodland ot a landscape scale.

W3 Objective; To protect the archaoeslogy and historic
assets of AONS woodland's

W4 Objective: To increase the output of sustavnably
produced high-quality timber and underwood for locod
markets

Tor further il phese refer 10 the High Weald AONS Management Pan
which may be Sowniceded from our webite (e addreis betow)

Researched and produced by the
High Weald AONB Unit

T. 01424 723011
E: mfo@hghweald org
W: www highweak org

eive. Al rights reserved. 100010001, LOO0LUIIN, 10001848
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High Weald AONB
Landscape Character:
Field & Heath

Benenden Parish

[ | Historic felds boundaries (FH2)

Heathland (FH3)

Area of parish outside the High Weald AONB
for which data is not displayed or not available
(NB: only applicable where parishes straddle
the AONB boundary)

- Known wildflower meadows (FH3)

High Weald AONB boundary

Summary Character Description:

The Hgh Wealkd AONDS Is characterised by small, wregulorly
shaped and productive Bedds often Baunded ty (and farming 4
mosaic with} hedgeraows and small woodands, and typically
used for Bbvestock grazing: smailt haldings, and a non-¢

minant
agricuiture: within which can be lound distinctve qones of
Bostha and inned tiver valloys

Management Plan Objectives
FH1 Objective: To se
Aelds of the High W
of suatainable kend management.

oMy productive use for the
d. especially for local movhers, as part

we sgricet

FH2 Objective: To maintain the pattern of small ircegularty
shaped felds bounded by hedgerows and woodhand

FH3 Obyective: To enhance the ecofogical function of field and
hwath as port of the complex mosaic of Migh Wirald hobitats

FiHd Obyecowe: To protect the archaeology and Nstorks assests
af field ond heath.

Fonw furthar info plesis roter to the Mgh Weald AOND Manage e ot Plas,
Which mary Be dowrloaded from our webene |vee address balow)

Researched and produced by the
High Weald AONB Unit

T: 03424 723011
E: info@highweald.org
W www. highweald.org

w1
DA CopyTIght. AN rights e 100019601, L0001G3 18, 100018485
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Benenden: A landscape choc-a-block

with history

Results Summary: Benenden Footpath

Hemsted Park - —
Roman Road from ? to Ashford. Roman farmstead by Historic Saxon settlement
Deep Holloway. Saxon Lathe junction in road; Eorekmedl:eva:]chu;c.h. Large Ridge & furrow, plough
boundary between Lympne and source Kent HER and a"h. n Cf}”l‘; Valrk ; Source headlanf:ls, hollow way;
Wye; Source Kent HER, archives Archives neld wa Source field walk

Archives, Field walk

Remains of picturesque
designed landscape part of
Hemsted Park; Source historic
maps and field walk

Massive bank alon g field
edge and into church yard -
Saxon settlement boundary
? Veteran oaks; Source
field walk and archives

Quarry and lost
boundaries; Source
Hictaric manc and field

Herb rich pasture, ridge
and furrow in small
paddocks with banked
hedges; Source field

Quarryl and lynchets;
Source field walk

Modern track on old

hollow way earthworks
survive in shaw; Source
Historic maps and field

Quarry, platforms
and hollow way;
Source field walk

Scheduled Roman Ford
crossing stream;

Qntirra Kant HER Stream Farm - Medieval Old road alignment in Benenden, Kent Footpath only on rights of way.
farmstead now woodland; Source historic Summary of historic evidence
converted; Source maps and field walk
archives and field walk
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AONB Design Guide

« Currently commissioning
consultants to help us

« Draft Design Guide to be
produced early Autumn 2017

Roundabouts and Cul-de-sacs were first
introduced in the early 1900’s — are

] these appropriate for a medieval
« Consultation late Autumn landscape?

including Design Conference

A poor replica of traditional farm buildings
lacking attention to the layout of yards and
spaces damages the AONB character
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housing and workspace

~"

newoabiér plaﬁﬁ?ng; and the right
devgbﬁhent in the right place .
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Good luck with your NP and thank you for
bat> . listening!



