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NT background

The National Trust for Places of 
Historic Interest or Natural 
Beauty

Founded in 1895 as a body “to 
act as a Corporation for the 
holding of lands of natural beauty 
and sites and houses of historic 
interest to be preserved intact for 
the nation’s use and enjoyment”

Now Europe’s largest conservation charity and with over 4 
million members a significant ‘weight of opinion’



National Trust Acts (1907)

Section 4(1): “… promoting the permanent preservation for the benefit of the 
nation of lands and tenements (including buildings) of beauty or historic 
interest and as regards lands for the preservation (so far as practicable) of 
their natural aspect features and animal and plant life”

Section 4(2) ‘…acquire by purchase gift or otherwise and may hold… 
buildings … and any other property of whatsoever nature and may maintain 
and manage or assist in the maintenance and management of lands as open 
spaces or places of public resort and buildings for purposes of public 
recreation, resort or instruction and may accept property in trust for any 
public purposes… and may do all acts or things and take all such 
proceedings as they may deem desirable in the furtherance of the objects of 
the National Trust…’

Section 21: powers to declare property inalienable

“Looking after special places: for ever, for everyone”



Inalienable land:

The National Trust Acts provide for “land or tenements 
(including buildings)” to be declared inalienable.

• Cannot be sold or mortgaged

• Has protection against being compulsorily 
acquired without a Special Parliamentary 
Procedure being invoked

• Cannot be reversed

• Approximately 90% of National Trust land is 
inalienable



South East context







The regional numbers

� 34,000 hectares, of land, 88% of which is 
inalienable

� 12,340 ha in AONB (42% NT land)
� 7,582 ha in national park (26%)   
� 68% Trust land is in a protected landscape
� 44 Historic houses, 31 of which are accredited 

museums
� 48 historic park and gardens
� 808 listed buildings, 91 at Grade I
� 172 Scheduled ancient monuments



NT & protected landscapes



High Weald AONB



NT Property in High Weald
Wakehurst

Nymans
Standen Sheffield 

Park
Scotney

Bateman’s
Bodiam

Winchelsea  
Plus

Fairlight, Smallhythe Place, Lamb House, Chiddingstone
And…

an honourable mention for Sissinghurst which should be in 
the AONB



National Trust and planning

Main aspects of the Trust’s planning 
work:

• Development Management

• Policy

• Major infrastructure

• External advocacy



Development Management

Trust planners work across all 
aspects of planning applications

• Making Planning applications
• Listed Building applications
• Changes of use
• Advertisements

Principally for the Trusts work 
itself but also responding to 
external applications



Multiple designations always make life 
interesting…



Planning Policy

The Trust is involved in a full range of local 
policy issues; 

• Responding to Government consultations

• National Planning Policy Framework

• Local plans

• Local authority liaison

• Beginning greater outreach and partnership 
involvement



Major infrastructure

Renewable infrastructure
Airports 
HS2 & Transportation – road, rail, air
Waste









Advocacy and partnerships



“For ever, for everyone”

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/planning



High Weald Heroes 2014/2015

• Projects

• Working with ESCC archaeology team to create Handling 

Boxes

• Developing themed Welly Walks for the New Curriculum

• Creating New Welly Walks

• Supporting outdoor learning and providing resources, 

workshops and presentations for 83 High Weald Hero 

schools

• Whopper Welly Walk link to Wealden and Rother Walking 

Festivals



Projects



The Whopper Welly Walk

• Partnerships with Wealden and Rother Walking Partnerships with Wealden and Rother Walking Partnerships with Wealden and Rother Walking Partnerships with Wealden and Rother Walking 
FestivalsFestivalsFestivalsFestivals

• Two weeks Two weeks Two weeks Two weeks ---- over 700 children walking in the over 700 children walking in the over 700 children walking in the over 700 children walking in the 
High Weald landscapeHigh Weald landscapeHigh Weald landscapeHigh Weald landscape

• Photos and publicity in local papersPhotos and publicity in local papersPhotos and publicity in local papersPhotos and publicity in local papers



Where are the schools we 
worked with?



What about the numbers?

• Worked with, advised or educationally 
supported over 50 schools – over half 
the HWH schools

• Worked directly with over 2,500 pupils



What sort of response have we 
had?

• Your input has really made a difference with the children's understanding of the High Weald.      
Julia Armstrong, Head of Penshurst school

• LKs2 had a fabulous welly walk and still make reference to the experience in their learning three 
weeks later! Mrs Rendall-Jones, teacher, Wadhurst School.

• Thank you Rachel  - what a brilliant morning and a great contribution to our Anglo-Saxon 
experience!   Mr Poole, teacher Speldhurst School

• Thank you so much for today. It was fun and informative- perfect. 
Mrs Eldridge, Teacher, Guestling Bradshaw school

• Thank you for a wonderful experience with the Welly Walk today. My class absolutely loved it and 
have been talking about it all lunchtime.   Sarah Ward, teacher OLQOH school

• Thanks for last Friday. The children really enjoyed the walk and the activities. The boys spent most 
of their lunchtime cleaning stones looking for iron!! Mr Tooze, Broad Oak school

•

• I just wanted to say what a brilliant day we all enjoyed on Thursday, despite the rain!

• The class said it was one of their best days ever – Esmee Thomas Rolvenden School



Projects 2015/2016

• Grant-funded arts project to develop 
landscape guides with schools

• Partnership project with John Muir Award for 
Year 5 and 6 children

• Developing a Welly Walk package for new 
schools
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