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How to find us
Eridge Rocks is located in Eridge Green, four miles
south of Tunbridge Wells. From the A26 turn into
Warren Farm Lane whose entrance is next to a small
church.
Continue up
the private
track to a
small car park.
There is a bus
stop near
entrance of

The impressive
sandstone outcrops
create a unique
environment. The
sponge-like qualities
on the rock ensure a
moist micro-climate
that is perfect for the
collection of rare ferns,

Eridge Rocks

Reserve & climbing guidance
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tunbridge filmy fern
mosses and lichens to thrive.  (5x actual size)

Tunbridge filmy fern is a tiny plant with delicate
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fronds which can easily be mistaken for a lane.

moss. As the name suggests it was discovered For public

in the Weald but is more typically found in the transport

mild climate of western Britain. : details phone
. Eridge Station Traveline:

The rocks have long held a fascination for 0871 2002223.
people. Today the site is popular with rock
climbers. In Victorian times the rocks were
used for entertaining with lavish dinner parties

and plays being held here.

(one mile from reserve)
Wiy

Sussex Wildlife Trust is the county’s leading wildlife charity.
Our aim is to help people enjoy, understand and take action
to conserve the wildlife and landscape of Sussex.

The international importance of the rocks and
the lower plant communities they support is
reflected in this reserve’s designations as a Site
of Special Scientific Interest and a Regionally
Important Geological Site.

Sussex Wildlife Trust, Woods Mill, Henfield BN5 9SD
Tel: 01273 492630

Web: www.sussexwt.org.uk

WildCall, the wildlife information service: 01273 494777
Registered Charity No: 207005

WaIking on the reserve This leaflet was produced by the Heceds L .
The site is relatively flat and has a SWT in partnership with the BMC, Trust
good network of unmade paths and was funded by the SWT, the ACY
along the base of the rocks Access & Conservation Trust and Brifish
. , . Mauntalneering
and through the woodland. the Climbers’ Clubs Colin Kirkus Councll

L R

There is a kissing gate at the
car park and no stiles.

Guidebook Fund.

| Sussex
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For more information on climbing in @ The Climbears” Cluk
the UK please visit www.bmc.org.uk

Climbing on the rocks should only be

attempted if you are a properly Cover by Tony Buckwell

equipped, experienced climber. Other photographs lan Smith
yew lllustrations by John Davis

Taking Care of Sussex



Eridge Rocks Nature Reserve

Sweet chestnut is common
in coppice woodlands across
Sussex. Its timber is ideal for

Cladonia caespitica

fencing, building

and furniture.

sweet chestnut

Eridge Rocks is home to a large number of species living at a small-scale. Tiny
plants, mosses, lichens and fungi - many so rare that they are only found at

a few sites in Europe - flourish here in the moist, warm environment
provided by the sandstone cliffs and woodland floor.

These delicate species need the damp conditions to be
maintained as they are susceptible to even the smallest change
in humidity. As they grow very slowly it is hard for them to

recover if they are removed from the rocks.
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tawny ow!

Reserve boundary

Footpaths

General indication of where
climbing is not permitted.

Full details are available in the
Eridge Climbing Agreement
(overleaf), and in the
Climbers’ Club Southern
Sandstone guidebook’

Cladonia incrassata

Fungi growing on deadwood

Twit-twoo is the hoot of the tawny owl. The
characteristic call is actually a duet: Twit is the
male and twoo is the female.

This owl is territorial, usually living in woodland
and feeding on a variety of small mammals, birds
and frogs.

This

stunning

damselfly is

found here alongside
the woodland streams.

beautifu/ demoiselle

They are a good indicator of the
health of a waterway as they are very
sensitive to the clearance of waterside
vegetation and pollution.



