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Length 9 Miles = 14 Kilometres
Approximately 5 hours — Grade 4
START - Beaconsfield Road, Chelwood Gate (O.S. Explorer 18 — NGR 423295)

ACCESS -  Car - Street parking in Beaconsfield Road, Chelwood Gate
Bus - 261 and 265
Train - Nil

PUBLIC TOILETS - Nil

i REFRESHMENTS - Pub at Nutley
r Village shops at Nutley and Chelwood Gate
17 CAUTION - The section of the walk across Ashdown Forest has very
i : minimal signing by order of the Conservators of the Forest. There are two
crossings of the A22

; y

lords erected fences to enclose the land
and the commoners pulled them down
again. Adding to the problem was the
enclosure of various pieces of land as
ironworks and the removal of most of the
trees to fuel this industry.

Matters came to a head in 1693. By then
the iron industry had gone, but so had the
trees. A Royal Decree of that year i
stipulated which areas were to be
enclosed and retained 6,400 acres as
common (the present area of public use).
The landscape this left is typified by the

The house was notable during the early
19th century for its large cellars used to
store smuggled wool. Who was Colin
Godman! The name is at least 500 years
old, but unfortunately history is silent on
its origins and how the house came to
have it

Chelwood Common was originally yet
another area of common land abutting
Ashdown Forest to the south and
belonging to the Manor of Sheffield
(Sheffield Park) estate. Parts of it at least
were rented out, for in 1598 Thomas
Bulman for “entercomoninge with his cattie
upon the waste or common called Chelworth

. " paid “4d and one days work in
Harvest".



