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@f Route: Walk up the side road keeping village
pond on left, cottages Matfield House on the
right.

Immediately after passing the cottages, look upwards
between gates to the large clock-tower. Note the
caption below its face especially if your walking time
is limited. The impressive Matfield House was built
in 1728 in the Queen Anne style.

At road junction and facing Canterbury Cottage,
turn right and walk along road, passing
‘Maycotts’, a fine Wealden house on the left. On
reaching a junction of five roads, turn right into
Chestnut Lane. After approximately 100 metres
turn left onto footpath. This is marked by a low
concrete footpath sign. Take left fork after
approximately 30 - 40 metres. After emerging
from scrub follow left hand boundary of field. At
path junction (delineated by a waymark)
continue on same line, ignoring path to right.

Pause here to admire superb views - North to the
Greensand Ridge and North Downs beyond. In the
middle distance - Medway Valley and less appealing
the sprawl of Paddock Wood.

Eventually the path is confined by hedge and
trees on left and fence on right, before bearing
left and passing on the left hand side of a cottage.
The path then joins a drive way to houses. Bear
right here keeping Orchard Cottage on right and
pass through the gateway to Gedges Farm (there
is a stile to the side of gate if it is closed).
Continue with Gedges Farmhouse on your right
and on between gate posts with white balls on
top. If the gates are closed, there is a stile built in
to the left-hand framework of the gate.

Ignore track through orchard on left. Instead walk
straight down the track until it bears right. Leave
the track to cross a stile on the left side of the
bending track then on down the right hand
boundary of an orchard. Where hedge ends and
orchard opens out, ignore track to the right and
instead continue straight ahead between line of
apple trees to far boundary of orchard facing a
copse. Turn right keeping fence on left for
approximately 100 metres to stile on left.

Pass through narrow strip of trees and emerge to
what is initially rough scrub land which after a
short distance becomes orchards. Paddock Wood
can be seen in the valley below. As a guide aim
for large oak tree, then pass to the right of it, and
on downhill towards a converted oast house. You
are now on a track which passes the house. Leave
farm track immediately after the house to
continue straight ahead between apple trees. At
the far side of orchard on meeting boundary

hedge turn sharp left where path heads towards
scrub and large electricity pylon. Pass under the
pylon and on through a belt of trees, pass a very
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overgrown pond, to B2017 road.
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Turn right and proceed along road to junction
with a major road. Bear right uphill on grass
verge of the busy B2160, to pass Mascalls School
on your left. 50 metres beyond the school gates
leave road at footpath waymark, by climbing
steps. Cross stile and head for cottages on the far
side of field. Cross stile to join lane running
alongside cottages. Turn left and after 10 metres
leave lane and join footpath on right which runs
between fences and on to small copse of trees.
Emerge from copse into open ground with
orchard to your right. Continue keeping orchard
fence on your right and towards footpath
waymark. Do not cross stile into orchard but

From this point, the public footpath crosses a
golf course. Please be aware of the hazards of
golfers, trolleys and balls!

Continue by passing to the left of golf tees and
head towards waymark on edge of wood. Bear
right at way mark round edge of wood to further
waymark where you should bear left and 20
metres further turn right.

The line of route continues virtually straight for
six hundred metres uphill, passing between
copses, golf greens on left and small pond on
right. Note the small corrugated hut at the pond
edge. Bear left at waymark to cross line of poplars
and head for stile in line of hedge directly ahead.
Cross stile and on between rows of apple trees
and towards line of Alder trees on the sky line. At
waymark, pass through Alder trees, turn left and
on through orchard. At far side of orchard turn
right and after 10 metres turn left through gap in
hedge to pass a timber clad house and on to
surfaced drive. At junction of drives, cross stile on
right, through trees and aim for stile in line of
fence. After crossing stile, pass between rows of
apple trees to boundary hedge at the bottom of
orchard. Turn right to follow line of hedge. Before
arriving at corner of orchard hedge look for gap
in hedge and emerge at road. Qu
Turn right along road and pass school, cottages
and garage. Note the milestone with Roman
figures and bench mark, outside of ‘Milestone
Cottage’ Proceeding, look out for Market Heath
House on the left side of road. Some 20 metres
after house, leave road to join footpath which
runs down left hand boundary of field and
orchard. At waymark turn left to join track. At
junction of tracks turn right to join the High
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proceed straight on to pass to the left of a copse. =4
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