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Introduction

The High Weald AONB Management Plan is subject to 5 yearly reviews and work to review the Plan has been progressing since 2011 with initial review work and early stakeholder consultation and a review of the existing plan (including performance and condition monitoring).  Formal notice to amend the plan was given by the Joint Advisory Committee (JAC) in October 2012.  The results of this review stage were then incorporated,  leading to an initial consultation draft of the plan being published in April 2013.  This ‘public’ consultation draft was approved for consultation by the JAC management Board with the consultation exercise being undertaken during the summer of 2013. 

This report sets out the consultation process and forms the Report of Amendments to the plan required by the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000.   Amendments from the this will then be fed into the final draft of the revised Management Plan and will be presented to the Joint Advisory Committee (JAC) during the autumn prior to being passed back to local authorities for their final approval.  This report should be read in conjunction with the various background papers and supporting documentation prepared during the review process.  All relevant documentation is available on the High Weald website at www.highweald.org or on request.

What has been done so far?

For the review of the Plan key stakeholders and partners were given advanced drafts of the introductory section and then drafts of the specific sections as relevant, and responses invited.   These responses were generally supportive of the plan approach and provided valuable feedback and suggestions for changes, amendments and the future of the plan .  An internal review of the plan, and specifically of the indicators and targets was also undertaken and identified areas that needed significant change and more focus.  This stage of the review included a complete Condition Monitoring Assessment, Performance Monitoring Assessment. The results of the stakeholder engagement and internal review confirmed that the plan was still fit for purpose and that it was fundamentally sound.  The amendment of the plan therefore concentrated on the Indicators and Targets and particular gaps identified during the review  as well as factual and technical updating of the text.  

As part of the review process work to assess AONB condition, and a scheme to assess the plans performance  was undertaken during the initial review and  revision stages.  This work is summarised in the Condition Monitoring and Performance Monitoring reports which were issued for consultation alongside the plan.   Under European Directive  2001/42EC, the plan is subject to the Strategic Environmental Assessment process and a  scoping report was prepared and reported to the JAC with the initial review stages.  An Environmental Statement was accordingly prepared alongside the revised plan and was available for consultation with the public consultation draft of the text.  The Environmental Statement  will be reported to the  JAC with the  final revised draft of the Plan.   Similarly Regulation 48 of the Conservation (Natural Habitats) Regulations 1994  (EU Directive 92/43/EEC Habitats Directive)  requires an  Appropriate Assessment of the plans impacts on European designated nature conservation sites (Natura 2000). A screening stage 1 report has been prepared alongside the revised plan and will be reported to the  JAC with the final draft text. 

Table 1: Plan review process summary and documentation

	Process stage


	Date(s)
	Activity
	SEA & AA process

	Review initiation


	October 2012
	JAC report and resolution JAC agree to formally begin a review of the plan
	

	Review stage analysis of the plan
	November – March 2013
	Internal work to review the plan text and performance :

Condition Monitoring Report

Performance Monitoring Report

Internal review of targets and indicators


	SEA Scoping Report prepared.

SEA download weblink

	Joint Advisory Committee


	March 2013
	Review stage reported to JAC and authorisation to review agreed
	

	Plan amendment stage
	April – May 2013
	Internal work to revise and amend the plan text, working groups and informal consultations drawing on review stage results and internal studies
	SEA Environmental Report prepared.

SEA report download weblink

	Revised plan text stage
	June 2013
	Draft revised text of the plan prepared.  JAC management Board agrees draft for public consultation


	

	Draft plan consultation
	May – June 2013
	public consultation exercise for the draft revised plan.  Two texts of the plan publicised, one showing deletions and amendments to the original text, the second the revised text.  

NB: These two texts represent the Report of Amendments under the CRoW Act 2000
	Environmental Report available for public consultation

	Consultation analysis and final draft text


	September 2013
	Draft text revised from consultation

Revision of text to prepare final draft of the plan
	Habitats Regulations Appropriate Assessment report finalised

	Finals draft text approved


	October 2013
	Finals draft text to be approved by the JAC
	

	Approved plan submitted to local authorities


	November 2013 – March 2014
	Local authorities to formally adopt the revised plan 
	


Amended Plan Consultation exercise

The amended plan consultation draft text was approved by the Joint Advisory Committee Management Board. The consultation exercise was launched in June 2013 and ran for 6 weeks until 26th July 2013.  Printed copies were sent to all members of the Joint Advisory Committee and officers of all the local authorities in the High Weald AONB.  Parish Councils were included.  A wide range of public locations including libraries and council offices received a printed copy of the text and the supporting documentation.  Over 80 technical specialists and interest groups were contacted  in the pre-consultation phase , and surgery's were held in the West and East of the AONB during the consultation period to allow residents to ask questions All the information is available on the High Weald website (www.highweald.org).
This level of targeted public consultation was considered appropriate to the scale of the review and through public locations, website coverage and wide stakeholder involvement an adequate level of consultation would be achieved.  Official consultation with Natural England, the Environment Agency and English Heritage were included in the circulation above.

In total 202 separate comments were received as a result of the consultation exercise from a total of 19 separate respondents.  Of these, 138 proposed changes and amendments to the text, with a further 64 general comments.    The comments (see tables below) are generally supportive of the plan, with none in direct opposition or critical of the plan.  The main areas of concern relate to the inclusion of biodiversity, and some concern over the structure of the Indicators and Targets, and two specific issues – Gatwick airport over flying, and shale gas extraction (fracking).  Details of the comments and our responses are listed below. 
In terms of responding to the specific issues raised regarding targets and measuring indicators and demonstrating how the plan is functioning and succeeding, the following points need to be borne in mind.  The plan review has undertaken assessments of performance and condition monitoring and a thorough review of the targets and indicators which demonstrates their success.  The Plan is however a strategic level plan operating at a landscape scale, and a very large geographic area, as well as being a very  administratively complex location.  This necessitates a high level response to the issues and actions that the plan is able to address.

The High Weald Joint Advisory Committee authorised a review of the management plan.  The initial review of the plan showed that it was still fit for purpose, and concluded that the plan only needed to be updated with a revision of targets and indicators.  A public consultation draft of the plan was accordingly prepared comprising two versions of the text showing deletions and amendments to the original text and a second showing the new and revised text.  A strategic environmental assessment and appropriate assessment were also undertaken in parallel with the plan revision.  These documents were subject to public consultation and targeted stakeholder consultation.  The results of this consultation are detailed in the tables below, are broadly supportive of the plan and offer a range of suggestions and amendments all relatively minor in nature.  Suggested amendments have been made to the text wherever possible.  Justification for the plans approach and method regarding biodiversity and the way targets and indicators are phrased and assessed is detailed above and in other supporting documentation. 

	Plan section
	Consultee
	Comment
	Assessment

	intro
	CPRE, Sussex
	concerned that the Silkin test may not be being applied properly by either the Joint Advisory Committee or by individual LPAs in their consideration of planning applications materially affecting the AONB
	Major development test is applied by LPA’s and planning inspectors, this just reflects the statutory requirement

	intro
	CPRE, Sussex
	Like the AONB Unit to be considerably more active, assertive and authoritative in upholding the protective responsibilities of the management of the AONB, with that responsibility clearly flagged within the Plan.
	Unit works within its remit, it is the LPA’s duty  to ‘protect’ the AONB, the plan sets the framework for them to do that

	intro
	CPRE, Sussex
	a clear statement within the Plan of the conflict of interest of Members functions as members of that body and their individual responsibilities as planning authorities promoting sustainable development 
	Any conflict of interest will be declared, the duty referred to is on the authority not individual members

	intro
	CPRE, Sussex
	We would have expected the management of the AONB to play a leadership role in co-ordinating LPA strategic plans affecting Ashdown Forest.
	This is an ongoing partnership, and the Unit has no specific role or powers over Ashdown, which is run by the conservators

	intro
	CPRE, Sussex
	The Plan makes no substantive reference to the cost of implementing the Plan, or to the sufficiency or reliability of the sources of funding needed to do so.  No budget is provided.  
	The plan is a strategic plan for an area indicating an agreed direction of travel. It is up to the partner bodies themselves to develop costed business plans to implement the targets. 

	intro
	Natural England
	should include reference to the planning protocol between the High Weald AONB and Natural England which seeks to facilitate engagement between the organisations on planning issues 
	Agreed, text to be added to 11.4

	intro
	Kent County Council
	Roman use of the High Weald is quite well known but not mentioned,  The apparent medieval character of the area may be of much earlier origin or superimposed on earlier patterns of landscape organisations. 
	Roman use mentioned but will be strengthened. Recognition of earlier patterns of use referenced in 2.2 

	intro
	Kent County Council
	Box on Time Depth analysis – it is inaccurate to describe the whole High Weald as ‘unpopulated’ 10,000 years ago.
	Agreed, text amended

	intro
	Kent County Council
	The list of locally distinctive features will always be partial but should probably include bathing sites and rock features.
	Agreed, rock outcrops added

	sos
	Buckhurst Estate 
	Objective S1 should feature in the SoS as without the support of a sustainable rural economy for the future the AONB would not be formed as it is today, and would be a struggle to achieve its aims
	The SoS describes character including function. The critical importance of a sustainable rural economy is properly identified as an objective and in the vision  

	sos
	Buckhurst Estate 
	Vision could be substantially enhanced by suggesting a realistic future involving sustainable business practices, a general support for the growing rural economy and the types of economic activity that would help future land management.
	Agreed, additional point added to Vision

	sos
	Kent County Council
	I am very concerned by the complete lack of vision with regards to access and enjoyment of the AONB landscape. There is little human benefit from having an area of outstanding natural beauty just to protect it
	The primary purpose of the national designation is to conserve and enhance natural beauty and this is the legal basis of the Plan

	sos
	Kent County Council
	query whether the reference in paragraph one to the ‘largely immutable character’ is what was intended – perhaps it is more that the character has changed little rather than is unchangeable in the future?
	The fundamental character has changed little and the purpose of the Plan is to conserve this character but that does not mean that no change will occur. The Plan fosters change that can be absorbed or accommodated without damaging the fundamental character for which the area was designated an AONB.

	targets
	Tunbridge Wells BC
	some of the targets are over ambitious, require a great deal more work to assess feasibility, require considerable resources or are beyond the scope or influence of the Unit .
	Agreed, the targets are ambitious.  The plan is a strategic plan for an area indicating an agreed direction of travel, not a business plan for the AONB Unit. 

	targets
	Kent County Council
	I do have some reservations as to whether some of them are realistic and achievable, particularly where there is an (unstated) requirement for the targets to be delivered by local authorities.
	The targets are all realistic but the extent to which they can be achieved within the life of the Pla will depend upon the policy environment, the willingness of partners to lead initiatives and resource pressures  

	1.13
	Kember Loudon WIlliams
	plan identifies the importance of 'land manager' but we do not believe they have been part of the prior consultation process and we do not believe the local branches of the NFU or CLA have been consulted.  
	Representatives of the CLA, NFU and land agents were contacted as part of the prior consultation process 

	1.2
	Rother DC
	 “It sets out their policy aspirations for the AONB and provides a framework to help them make judgements about the delivery of their services in relation to it.”
	Agreed, text amended

	1.4
	1066 Walk
	Recreation is not an objective of designation, but the demand for recreation should be met so far as this is consistent with the conservation of natural beauty and the needs of agriculture, forestry and other uses.
	Noted

	1.8
	Natural England
	I understand that ANPA now been superseded by EENPA and so ref will need to be amended.
	Text amended to read National Parks UK and National Parks England  

	1.9
	Natural England
	This section should take account of the principles set out in Natural England’s Designation Strategy which supports the realisation of NEWP goals and promotes coherent ecological networks.
	Noted , text amended

	1.9
	Natural England
	should also make reference to High Weald National Character Area to ensure join up with the aspirations and objectives in accordance with AONB priorities within this management plan
	NCAs covered in section 2.2 and 4

	11.8
	Wealden District Council
	At paragraph 11.8 the Council would like to see reference to the work that many community organisations and volunteers carry out within the AONB, and the possibility of strengthening these partnerships 
	Agreed, text amended

	12.4
	Natural England
	12.4 – Should read man plan 2014 not 2004.  It would be good to make reference to data from NE’s framework for monitoring environmental outcomes in AONBs
	Agreed. Monitoring framework still in preparation.

	13
	Kent County Council
	Please add “Get involved – support local historic environment conservation and heritage organisations”.
	Text amended

	2.5
	Horsham DC
	High Weald does not exist in isolation,  this is sometimes threat (e.g. in terms of impacts of views), but should also recognise the opportunities that this could bring in helping to achieve the AONB vision
	Text amended

	2.7
	Natural England
	The section should reflect the Defra milestones on Integrating Biodiversity 2020 targets into plan reviews. 
	Text amended

	2.8
	Kent County Council
	In 2.8 – the term ‘pockmarked’ may give a misleading impression –the landscape has been moulded or created; periods may be a better term than eras with its geological connotations.
	Text  amended

	2.9
	Horsham DC
	make reference to the fact that the definition of sustainable development contained in the NPPF which planning officers will have to take into account when determining any application in the AONB.  
	Definition of sustainable development is given in other documents and not role of this plan to repeat those

	3.2
	Natural England
	Should include the fact that plan should contribute to setting the framework for development locally by providing evidence and principles which should then be reflected in LA development plans.
	This is dealt with in 3.4. The plan provides a framework for natural beauty for partners to take into account in their decision making

	3.4
	Veronica Parker


	decision makers must take into account the management plan when determining planning applications. Is there a procedure for intervention if the planning authorities have not taken the plan into account?
	Section 85 of CRoW places a duty on LPAs to have regard to the AONB.  This is monitored by DEFRA

	4
	Natural England
	Landscape Character Assessment should underpin the evidence base for the management plan and this should be explicitly referenced.
	‘Making of the High Weald’ provides the evidence base for the Statement of Significance and is referenced at 2.1 and P8. It conforms to the key principles of Landscape Character Assessment. Local LCAs are referenced at 2.2 as contributing to an understanding of local character.

	Page 6
	Kent County Council
	the prehistoric use of the area is treated in a very cursory way. The sentence starting ‘Woodland clearance was ...’ is confusing as it seems to link Bronze Age barrows with Neolithic clearance.
	Agreed, text amended

	Page 9.
	Tunbridge Wells BC
	Legibility would be improved by heading over the bullet points

BP 7 Delete In woodland and insert woodland after support in the first line.
	Agreed, text amended

	Page 17
	Natural England
	grey box could include specific detail (or weave this into intro): Rivers that fall within.  % of ancient woodland cover. Historic designations.  Highlight the concentration of parks and gardens within HW.
	Facts and figs covered in Section 4

	Page 17
	Natural England
	P17- grey box- mention no’s of NNRs and SSSI’s etc.
	Facts and figs covered in Section 4

	Page 17
	Rother DC
	‘Locally distinctive features’ to include: Vernacular buildings including ‘hall houses’      Expand ‘Building details such as traditional weatherboarding, clay-tiling and tile-hanging, and catslide roofs’
	Agreed, text amended

	Page 17
	Tunbridge Wells BC
	Text Box – Ashdown Forest is also a SAC.  The traditional building details should also include clay tiles, tile hanging and timber frames. 2.5 Should this be affecting rather effecting?
	Agreed, text amended

	Page 19 


	Tunbridge Wells BC
	2.9 2nd para 1st sentence – Typo delete ‘to’ between seeking and sustainable in 1st sentence.  

2.9 2nd  para 2nd sentence.  This is fine up to - can contribute to a broader framework for sustainable development decision making….
	Text amended

	Page 20
	Rother DC
	‘Development in the AONB’- needs redrafting; the theme is a huge issue and the text seems cursory and misleading, no reference to Local Planning Authorities, what ‘criteria based framework’ referred to?
	Text amended

	Page 20
	Rother DC
	Amend to read ;  ‘The High Weald AONB Management Plan complements but doesn’t duplicate the development plans of the constituent Local Planning Authorities. As such, it is not the role of the Plan to propose development policy, but rather to provide evidence and detailed guidance to assist in assessing the impact of development on the AONB.’
	See above

	Page 26
	Veronica Parker


	Whilst the intrusion of power lines is noted at p26, the undergrounding of power lines should be promoted in the management plan.
	This plan does not specifically promote underground which is not an objective for the High Weald.

	Page 27
	Tunbridge Wells 
	Map key refers to sandrock outcrops surely this should be sandstone outcrops?
	Agreed, text amended

	Page 30


	Tunbridge Wells BC
	Replication or slavish adherence to an historic pattern can lead to an unsuitable new development that has negative consequences for issues such landscape, community cohesion and accessibility. 

Therefore please change promote to protect.
	Text amended

	Page 30
	Tunbridge Wells BC
	seeking to control development through following the traditional settlement patterns with such high development pressure is unlikely to be sufficient to provide our housing needs
	Understanding the character and capacity for change of historic settlements can provide options to accommodate development without harming the AONB

	Page 30
	Tunbridge Wells BC
	reference to “alternative forms of energy” it should be clear that these should be sympathetic to other aims and not conflicting. This does not come across strongly enough in this section.
	Noted

	Page 30
	Tunbridge Wells BC
	Top five issues.  BP 5 amend as below for reasons given earlier in relation to sustainability proposals.

The need to have regard to historic settlement form as well as wider sustainability considerations in the planning process in order to inform development options and enhance design quality.
	Noted

	Page 31
	Desmond Gunner
	development pressure for residential intensification unrelated to land management outside of towns and villages.  The need to have regard to historic settlement form in the planning process.
	Noted

	Page 31
	Veronica Parker


	Other types of development in the countryside cause loss of rural character and have an urbanising impact on the AONB.  The management plan should highlight this issue.
	Noted

	Page 34


	Tunbridge Wells BC
	Top five issues 

BP 2 – damage is also caused by misdirected lorries using Sat Nav’s sold for cars.
	Noted

	Page 34


	Tunbridge Wells BC
	R1 b – Achieving a national designation seems unlikely but updating existing SPG’s/SPD’s or adding them to local heritage lists is more likely. Perhaps the objective should be the – 

Formal identification of ancient routeways as a heritage asset within the planning system with the best designated for further protection at a local level. 
	Agreed, text amended

	Page 35
	Horsham DC
	Take care that the targets do not have adverse safety implications for communities – this could be the case if communities are tasked with undertaking ecological surveys on roads across the High Weald 
	Noted

	Page 39
	Horsham DC
	Target f is considered to be somewhat unrealistic, both in terms of cost, and also achievability, given the nationwide extent that this project would require to be successful.
	Such a campaign is under continuing review by Forestry Commission

	Page 4
	Kent County Council
	It would be helpful to mention on page 4 that the surviving hedges and shaws are often remnants of ancient woodland rather than planted field boundaries
	Agreed, amended

	Page 41
	Tunbridge Wells BC
	BP5 should start with - Risk of….

Community orchards could be added.
	Agreed, amended

	Page 41
	Tunbridge Wells BC
	FH1  Add to organic with traditional and low intensity farming.
	Target is specifically to support organic farming

	Page 41
	Tunbridge Wells BC
	FH1 d Please delete small scale horticulture. This is not particularly characteristic of the area and does not support the components of the AONB and gives rise to all sorts of secondary issues of water.
	University of Reading report ‘Can the High Weald feed itself’ identified small scale horticulture as a key contributor to improving local self sufficiency 

	G1
	Tunbridge Wells BC
	G1 c,  include a review of existing guidance first to see how it can be updated to cover this issue and understand any gaps in provision? This would also be a more achievable objective.
	Agreed, text amended

	G1
	Tunbridge Wells BC
	G1 f  Apart from being very ambitious this is not something that can be done in isolation for the AONB (EA, drainage boards, LPA’s) it will need to focus on individual systems/catchments. 
	Agreed, partially achieved, remainder rolled into G1 a) Target deleted

	G1
	Salehurst PC
	‘river restoration scheme’ seems vague. To what state do you hope to ‘restore’ one or more rivers. Is there evidence of what to aim at? 
	Agreed, text to be amended

	G1
	Rother EG
	Target b: it would be helpful to know which of the 'one or two river restoration schemes' are being targeted. Target h: Is navigability one of the considerations?
	See above. Navigability should be a consideration

	G1
	Hastings & Rother CPRE
	target b: it would be helpful to know which of the 'one or two river restoration schemes' are being targeted.
	No schemes are specifically identified and the target will seek opportunity as they arise

	G1
	Hastings & Rother CPRE
	Target h : should there not be even some clue as to what these might be?  Navigability?
	Issues will arise through consultation. Navigability should be a consideration

	G1
	Kent County Council
	river restoration policies need to consider historic uses of the rivers, eg for cloth and ironworking. Historic structures and features related to water management and use should be conserved and enhanced.
	Noted

	G2
	Natural England
	G2 Rationale should make reference to role of AONBs in contributing to the UK Geodiversity Action Plan. 
	Agreed, text  amended

	G3
	Salehurst PC
	It seems unlikely that the AONB can ‘store’ significant amounts of carbon. Carbon is fixed from the air into wood, and a decade or two later it returns to the air, with no net increase in carbon in the air
	Research into High Weald carbon stores in woodland suggests that carbon stored below ground in the roots and soil amount to 5,700,000 tonnes and in above ground biomass 1,830,000 tonnes 

	G3
	Rother EG
	- Target a. “Widespread use of renewable energy appropriate to the local landscape” ducks the most obvious point of contention in this area – windmills (and to a lesser extent, solar panels).
	Noted

	G3
	Rother EG
	“Appropriate” will mean no windmills to some, lots of them to others, and so the divisive and often ill informed arguments will continue. We believe the AONB needs to come off the fence on this point with more specific guidelines on what is appropriate
	Some renewable installations will be subject to the policies of individual local authorities. The character based approach promoted by this Plan supports consideration of these issues on a site by site basis. 

	G3
	Rother EG
	There needs to be a equivalent “S” section added to Settlements, to address energy efficiency in buildings with its vital contribution to Climate Change mitigation
	G3 Text amended 

	G3
	Horsham DC
	climate change may result in unavoidable landscape changes. it would be helpful to express support for (as yet) new innovations that would help achieve the conservation and enhancement of natural beauty
	Noted

	G3
	Ann Brown
	A more enlightened attitude is needed to renewable energy installations. There are too many planning hoops to go through & reason for refusal may be because it is in the AONB.
	Noted. Support for renewable energy identified under G3

	R
	1066 Walk
	ancient routeways remaining under-researched and poorly  understood but perhaps additional and specific emphasis could be drawn and promoted within the AONB
	Agreed, 

	R
	The Milestone Society
	It is suggested that this policy could be expanded to include mention of toll houses, cast iron fingerposts and parish and County boundary stones.
	Agreed, text to be amended

	R
	The Milestone Society
	This society has identified a number of problems concerning surviving milestones 

a) prolonged lack of both regular and long term maintenance,  b) engulfment and disappearance in vegetation,  c) sinking into the ground (especially when there is soil run-off from fields)  d) damage, often severe, caused by grass/hedge cutting flails,  e) ditto caused by accidental collisions by vehicles,  f) theft of mile plates
	Noted

	R
	The Milestone Society
	Remedy for many of these things lies in improved highways management and a sustained programme of milestone restoration.  If this is not done then these historic highways assets will continue to disappear.
	Agreed. Text amended

	R1
	Salehurst PC
	At present this Parish is informed of plans for any tree with a TPO on it, but not for any other tree in the Conservation Area or in the wider AONB.
	Noted

	S
	Buckhurst Estate 
	declining affordability of housing and the provision of workspace for rural businesses….. it is important to ensure that positive action is taken, in order to maintain rural function.
	Agreed

	S
	Buckhurst Estate 
	Assessment of the top 5 issues on page 31 shows that the first three are concerned with development pressures, with the implication that development and the AONB are not compatible.
	The Vision makes it clear that the AONB expects to be able to accommodate additional households without damage providing these are properly planned and designed

	S
	Buckhurst Estate 
	It is disappointing to see the extent of target h) in the Objective S1 - there is no mention there of the other positive ways that development on an appropriate scale might also be utilised to improve habitat relationships while making positive gains to the needs of residents and businesses
	Noted

	S
	Tunbridge Wells BC
	General concern that design guides may conflict with existing documents and it is therefore important to avoid duplication and conflict. Guidance must also avoid being too prescriptive and avoid pre-empting or frustrating current policy.
	Noted

	W
	Rother DC
	Top five issues, 1st bullet point.  I don’t believe it is accurate to entirely attribute the threat to the viability of such businesses to the lack of affordable rural housing
	An independent survey of forestry and coppice workers in the Weald in 2009, 2010 and 2012 found that over 90% believed that lack of affordable housing was definitely a problem for the industry

	W
	Rother DC
	1st bullet point be amended to read: Increasing threat to the viability of small scale coppice businesses vital to the long term management of sensitive ancient woodlands, from a combination of economic, commercial and social factors.
	Text amended

	S1
	Tunbridge Wells BC
	S1 I think symbiosis is perhaps overstating it and relationship would be a better word.


	Text amended

	S1
	Tunbridge Wells BC
	S1 c Define rural key worker?
	A definition of rural key worker is proposed in Housing needs survey of rural workers in the Weald, High Weald JAC, June 2009

	S1
	Salehurst PC
	Recent changes that allow farms even more freedom in changing the use of buildings might easily create undesirable changes in the AONB.
	Agreed. The plan has no control over changes in government policy

	S1
	Kember Loudon WIlliams
	Objective S1 does not go far enough, It would benefit from a revision to incorporate a reference to the re-use of rural buildings for the purposes of productive rural employment
	Text amended

	S1
	Kember Loudon WIlliams
	The aim of objective S1 may be facilitated through the reuse of rural buildings which themselves are out of the place and often contribute to the amenities of the AONB
	Noted

	S1
	Rother EG
	recognise the continued pressure on the status of any AONB by Government's changes to planning (NPPF, the extension of PD rights, and the freeing of change of use consents.
	Noted

	S1
	Hastings & Rother CPRE
	current Government's changes to planning (NPPF, seeming minor matters such as the EXtension of permitted development rights and the  freeing of change of use consents)
	Noted

	S1
	Veronica Parker


	planning policies should continue to test viability and essential need to ensure only appropriate and genuinely necessary affordable developments are supported.
	Noted

	S1
	Veronica Parker


	The type of development contemplated under "yards" and "yard space", in S1, p31, and W4, p39, is unclear.  Could the management plan be more specific as to the type of development supported.
	An area of enclosure associated with a working building

	S1
	Rother DC
	Target (d).  I would appreciate clarification on what these initiatives might consist of, but if the intention of this point, with regard to ‘rebuilding capacity’ in ‘farmsteads’, is to construct new dwellings in such locations, as opposed to converting existing historic farm buildings, then I must repeat my concerns as previously submitted to you on 12th September 2008, as part of my response to the 2009 revision.
	Any proposal for re-building capacity would be on a site by site basis and subject to a character based assessment to ensure the historic character is protected 

	S1
	Rother DC
	Suggested amendment: S1 (d) be amended to read:  d.   Initiatives and methods developed to reinforce or rebuild capacity for land management within the rural areas;
	Concern that this would encourage new dispersed settlement on greenfield sites as opposed to reinforcing the predominantly dispersed historic pattern

	S2
	Tunbridge Wells BC
	i.) It may not always be right to reinforce an historic settlement pattern.  For instance where topography is then entirely different in new areas of development it might be inadvisable or impossible to replicate that pattern. Reinforcing should be replaced by informed by.
	Agree principle but dispersed historic pattern is a core component of natural beauty and a move away from this will damage the character of the landscape.

	S2
	Tunbridge Wells BC
	S2 c Not sure what an Extensive Urban Survey is


	An established methodology for townscape assessment backed by English Heritage and used across Sussex 

	S2
	Tunbridge Wells BC
	S2 d  For reasons given above this may be committing LPA’s to something they cannot achieve. Suggest that it is prefaced by Investigate the….
	Text amended

	S2
	Tunbridge Wells BC
	S2 b Hard landscaping and public realm works in many locations will be suburban and will want to be suburban. Over suburbanisation might be more accurate.
	Text amended

	S2
	Veronica Parker


	S2(g) should be extended to include planning of development for "the countryside" adjacent to the AONB, in addition to towns and villages.
	Text amended

	S2
	Veronica Parker


	should promote the identification by local communities of land areas of high landscape value which could be considered for inclusion within the designated area in the event of a boundary review.
	Buffer zones and zoned areas of high landscape value are not supported by government policy

	S2
	Rother DC
	Target (b).  happy to see reference to ‘re-use’ of historic farmsteads in the High Weald, I remain extremely concerned about the term ‘redevelopment’ of historic farmsteads in the High Weald, and for the above reasons, cannot support a target which refers to production of guidance for such redevelopment. 
	Over 50% of historic farmsteads in the High Weald are already reused and redeveloped for solely residential use. Text amended.

	S2
	Rother DC
	Suggested amendment: S2 (b) be amended to read:

b.  Guidance produced on re-use of historic farm buildings in the Weald;
	Text amended

	S2
	Rother DC
	Target (c). Will the ‘local settlement form and building design studies’ be Local Authority specific? Who will be delivering them – the High Weald AONB Unit or the Local Authorities?
	Plan is a partnership and delivery is by all partners with responsibility for the AONB

	S2
	Kent County Council
	For this objective to be met it must be incorporated in the various Local Plans in the AONB area, has guidance relating to dispersed settlement patterns been accepted by councils
	It is the councils role to incorporate policy in their plans but this is strongly supported

	S3
	Hastings & Rother CPRE
	S3 - Again as in the previous comment, this looks at timber as the  only sustainable building material
	Text amended

	S3
	Rother EG
	This looks at timber as the only sustainable building material, other building materials with good low carbon records can sit well within the area.
	Noted, See above and amended text G3

	S3
	Rother DC
	Target (a). who is the Plan identifying as delivering this target? And what provision of building conservation advice and funding support is to be extended? And by whom?
	Plan is a partnership and delivery is by all partners with responsibility for the AONB

	FH1
	Desmond Gunner
	Implies increased grant aid to enable non-viable land to be kept in production. This is extremely unlikely, so must seek alternative uses - eg public amenity
	Noted

	FH1
	Rother DC
	Target (d). since it appears to involve planning I will need to have some background to the initiative before I can either support or otherwise its inclusion as a target in the Plan.
	Noted

	FH3
	Natural England
	Can this include specific reference to the BIO 2020 targets for SSSI land, i.e  50% of SSSI will be in favourable condition - to achieve this it means nearly 95% of SSSI in High Weald need to be favourable
	Text amended

	FH3
	Natural England
	Target g- should read ‘ Agri- environment schemes refocused to (instead of reviewed):
	Text amended

	FH4
	1066 Walk
	Especially the need to reverse decline in maintenance of the public rights of way network
	Noted

	W


	Tunbridge Wells BC
	Grazing from deer is a very significant problem and this doesn’t come through strongly enough.

Woodlotting should also be mentioned.
	Text amended

	W
	Woodland Trust
	Page 36 (under vision) while we support this vision, sustainability of woodland management should be mentioned here. 
	Text amended

	W
	Mrs Wedlock
	In the past woodlands have been destroyed to make way for housing developments and in the process we loose the wildlife that live in on the edge of these woods
	Noted

	W
	Kent County Council
	• Ancient woodland buffers – there’s a need for some evidence. A Proper study on

buffers to ancient woodland from developments.
	Natural England provide standing advice on managing ancient woodland. 

	W1
	Tunbridge Wells BC
	W1 is not achievable. The policy should address four issues;

· The prevention of loss or deterioration of ancient woodland through small scale erosion and inappropriate use and/or management. 

· Work to protect and enhance identified ancient woodland including buffer zones/woodland edge management.

· Work on sites that whilst not ancient woodland have ancient woodland characteristics and species.  This might be addressed through guidance and information on the importance of other woodlands 

· Where loss cannot be avoided that mitigation is to the highest standards in terms of method and extent of provision.  Research on this and guidance may be helpful.
	The extent and pattern of woodland cover is a core component of natural beauty and the essence of the High Weald’s historic character. The 75% ancient woodland is deemed ‘irreplaceable habitat’ by the NPPF. 

	W1

W2
	Woodland Trust
	In either W1 objective and/or W2 objective and their respective ‘Rationales’ and ‘Indicators of Success’ specific reference should be made to restoration as it should still be part of the ongoing objectives. 
	W2 rationale amended

	W1
	Woodland Trust
	Page 46 – we would also like to see more schools using woodland on a regular basis. We could explore opportunities to work together on this.  Under UE2 (a) tree planting could also be mentioned.
	Agreed. With nearly 30% woodland cover tree planting is not a priority in the High Weald but is a valuable educational tool

	W1
	Veronica Parker


	how will the AONB ensure the objective of no loss of ancient woodland is delivered?  Will planning and enforcement decisions, and compliance with the terms of felling licences, be monitored?  
	Yes, as far as resources allow

	W2
	Tunbridge Wells BC
	W2 h Should be Planning policies and decisions.


	Agreed, text amended

	W2
	Tunbridge Wells BC
	W2 k This is a duplication of Natural England Standing Advice and if required would be better as Application of Natural England Standing Advice on Ancient Woodland across the AONB in all relevant land use decision making.
	Agreed,text  amended

	W2
	Woodland Trust
	give greater reference in the field of Ancient Woodland Restoration and ‘blow its own trumpet’ a bit more as the plan only mentions PAWS restoration in one place and in passing in the W2 objective. 
	Agreed, text amended

	W4
	Tunbridge Wells BC
	W4 f This is unachievable and whilst desirable is not something that can be taken forward effectively in an area limited to a landscape designation that is so well connected to wider woodland and contains innumerable private estates and gardens.  At best it could be to investigate and consult on possible control and eradication proposals for grey squirrel.  It might also be wise to add here investigate and take forward plans to prevent the edible dormouse from spreading to the High Weald.
	Text amended

	W4
	Salehurst PC
	There is an embarrassing slip in the text: the intention must surely be ‘public’.
	Agreed, text to be amended

	W4
	Hastings & Rother CPRE
	Is it universally agreed that even local biomass, in this case timber, is the best overall for the environment?
	Noted, emphasis is on tailoring appropriate schemes to the needs of the area

	UE
	Salehurst PC
	We are worried that ESCC, who are responsible for footpaths, either may reduce, or are reducing, support for footpaths
	Noted

	UE
	Kember Loudon WIlliams
	We suggest an additional objective under the PUE section to encourage the introduction of sensitive sport and informal recreation and to actively promote the provision of facilities for tourism within the landscapes
	This section deals with public enjoyment as it relates to natural beauty. Support for tourism enterprises and recreation and sport facilities generally is the responsibility of local economic partnerships and local authorities

	UE1
	Tunbridge Wells BC
	UE1 c Please expand on what type of competitions.  Perhaps continue programme of and expand…


	Text amended

	UE1
	Tunbridge Wells BC
	UE1 k Please provide footnote to explain or give link for Forest Schools.


	Explanation added

	UE1
	Natural England
	There is a lot of work going on around education and getting kids out into the AONB. Could this include something explicit on reaching out to the “near residents”
	Text amended

	UE1
	Hastings & Rother CPRE
	this will lead to an increase in tourism and local use of the  AONB.  It means the  AONB Unit must be  very proactive in relation to all planning matters within its boundaries.
	Noted

	UE2
	Natural England
	Could some reference to the ‘Our Land’ project be made here- this would also highlight collaborative working with SE PL’s.
	Agreed, Text amended

	UE3
	Tunbridge Wells BC
	UE3 d Suggest - Support for Parish and other community group led initiatives to identify and conserve locally distinctive features and characteristic sites. … as this is more all encompassing.
	Text amended

	UE3
	Hastings & Rother CPRE
	UE4 - the  worsening of and lack of investment in our footpaths and bridleways by  ESCC is deplorable: the  Unit must argue most strongly for this network to be invested in.
	Noted

	UE4
	Rother EG
	The worsening of and lack of investment in our footpaths and bridleways by ESCC is deplorable: the Unit must argue most strongly for this network to be invested in.
	Noted

	UE4
	Wealden District Council
	could benefit from a more specific target relating to walking/walking opportunities within the AONB linked to the use of public and community transport wherever possible. A draft suggested target might be:

‘To increase the variety of walking opportunities (self – guided, guided themed walks – e.g. health, wildlife, culture) to raise awareness of the positive  health and wellbeing impacts of the AONB’.
	Target added


General comments on the whole plan
	all
	Terry Cload
	Lack reference to light pollution
	Noted

	all
	Buckhurst Estate 
	account should be taken of the needs of agriculture, forestry, other rural industries ….. to seek positive ways in which the future of the rural areas is safeguarded and the protection and improvement of the livelihoods of those living and working in the countryside within the AONB. 
	Importance of dark skies added on Page 8

	all
	Buckhurst Estate 
	it is considered further scope should be given for evolving rural businesses as well as traditional rural practices.
	Text amended to strengthen support for rural businesses e.g 11.8

	all
	Buckhurst Estate 
	the importance of rural enterprise, including small commercial developments, tourism, agriculture, rural diversification and change of use should be supported and understood in the plan
	See above

	all
	Buckhurst Estate 
	the on-going vitality of the rural economy should be readily supported and feature much more significantly, the present tightly drawn scope makes it difficult to envisage how local needs of businesses and residents con be accommodated in a strongly protectionist management regime
	The focus on conserving the character of the area offers opportunities to rural business. Rural vitality is critical to the future of the High Weald. The Plan is required by law to focus on natural beauty with rural economic policy being the responsibility of local authorities. 

	all
	CPRE, Sussex
	We are extremely surprised that the Plan includes no specific proposals for the special management of the EU designated Special Protection Area (SPA) and Special Area of Conservation (SAC), or the Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) and other specially designated areas, within the AONB.
	These designations are not directly managed by or the responsibility of the AONB, and come under the remit of Natural England. The importance of managing local sites for wildlife is covered under the component sections.

	all
	CPRE, Sussex
	we would have expected the management of the High Weald AONB to play a leading and co-ordinating role in the measurement, management, avoidance and monitoring of all material adverse impacts on the AONB and on the EU and all other specially designated sites within it
	Noted to inform JAC business plan. Currently limited resources and remit (and lack of direct powers or regulatory authority) prevents this.  The Unit and the plan works though its partnership arrangements

	all


	Tunbridge Wells BC
	Glossary – Please add BAP
	Added

	all


	Tunbridge Wells BC
	Beyond this there is reference to wider sustainability criteria, not currently used by LPA’s, but referenced to the 2007 report. I think it would be wrong to include this last statement or reference to a document that potentially conflicts with current practice and policy especially where it is in essence initial research.  The report itself suggests that more thorough and sustained research is required and was prepared prior to the NPPF and other significant changes in planning.  .
	Noted

	all
	Natural England
	Natural England  and other orgs representing the AONB should be added to the JAC list of orgs.
	Added on back page. NE’s role in the Plan is as a statutory consultee. 

	all
	Natural England
	Glossary A  helpful descriptive but SSSI and NNR definitions could also be added.
	text added

	all
	Kember Loudon WIlliams
	It is only by supporting the rural economies and the inherently sustainable benefits of reusing buildings in this way, that we would recommend this be emphasised within the Management Plan.
	Agreed

	all
	Kember Loudon WIlliams
	Specifically the Core Strategy includes policies that prohibit all forms of development within a seven kilometre exclusion zone around Ashdown Forest.
	This is the policy of the district council and is not part of the remit of the AONB. (note - this Policy  was subject to public examination, tested  and found sound by the Inspector, and supported by Natural England)

	all
	Kember Loudon WIlliams
	The imposition of the Ashdown Forest arbitrary exclusion zone, however well meaning, has had the direct and disastrous effect of halting the local economy in its tracks.  
	This is the policy of the district council and is not part of the remit of the AONB.  (note - the zone was set on the basis of evidence from the appropriate assessment and is a protection zone, based on duty placed upon LPA under the Habitats Regulations)

	all
	Patrick Todd Surveyors
	The vision seems to be either a dormitory or retirement area with a presumption against any change, sustainable or otherwise, young families who will be priced out of such a protected landscape.  little encouragement to business not connected with the land and therefore little employment creation.
	This is not the intention. Text amended

	all
	Patrick Todd Surveyors
	Full recognition must be given to the needs of the communities of the Weald, how they support themselves and in turn the wider area. The plan has a narrow focus on all the attractive aspects of the area but not how to support nurture and create a viable community structure 
	Agreed but the plan is required by law to focus on natural beauty and cannot deal with wider socio-economic issues that are the preserve of the local authorities

	all
	David Proudfoot
	The plan has a narrow focus on all the attractive aspects of the area but not how to support nurture and create a viable community structure 
	Agreed but the plan is required by law to focus on natural beauty and cannot deal with wider socio-economic issues that are the preserve of the local authorities

	all
	Horsham DC
	neighbourhood plans  will have the potential to help achieve some of the targets or otherwise impact the AONB, and it is suggested that more specific reference is made to these plans .    
	text amended at 11.7

	all
	Ann Brown
	the area offers unlimited opportunities, only spoilt by the danger of walking, running or cycling on sunken lanes with nowhere to step off the road. Why can't we have a speed limit on all lanes without verges 
	Noted – referred to in Charter

	all
	Ann Brown
	Good broadband connection, proper maintenance of trees threatening overhead lines. Councils would do better to concentrate on this rather than scalping the verges.
	Noted

	all
	Ann Brown
	There are two or three references to dogs, Dogs behave like dogs. They are, and probably always have been, an essential part of the high weald homestead
	Noted

	all
	Hastings & Rother CPRE
	Also  it seems as though the Unit is here and elsewhere concentrating on faming solutions to concerns, when I believe that the  solutions may be multi-faceted: there  is a place  for tourism 
	Agreed there is a place for tourism which is reflected in the public understanding and enjoyment section

	all
	Hastings & Rother CPRE
	we should at least try to do all we  can to  conserve and promote our  AONB, and  the Unit is best placed to be the  advocate for this.  How much time is devoted at the Unit to these planning matters?
	The Unit employs a qualified planner to deal with these matters

	all
	Hilary & Dick Rowberry
	research has shown a disengagement of children from the environment. Engagement of primary children with sustained follow-up learning is now essential.
	Agreed. The High Weald JAC supports a long term education project but resources are limited 

	all
	Rotherfield PC
	encourage more rigorous “policing” by the planning authorities to enforce planning rules within the AONB;  retrospective planning applications for works within the AONB should not be permitted.”
	Enforcement is a matter for partner authorities. 

	all
	Fenella De smet
	permanent gypsy site proposed in Flimwell despite strong local opposition and the Councils own Sustainability Appraisal showing it to be a amongst the least sustainable sites they have considered
	Noted, specific issue that is being handled under the planning application process

	all
	Desmond Gunner
	 The pressure for new housing estates on Greenfield sites is irresistible, so how can we make it less intrusive - both for Wildlife and Landscape?
	Better and higher quality design based on clear understanding of character

	all
	Desmond Gunner
	I suggest that the Maximum Housing density be reduced to 20dph (dwellings per hectare), and that at least half of each plot be maintained as "garden" with no buildings or sealed surfaces on it.
	This is a national and local plan policy issue beyond scope of the AONB

	all
	Desmond Gunner
	Landowner agreement to manage at least 50 acres in a 50 year detailed Stewardship Scheme provide substantial Public Access he should be granted permission to build an appropriate Country House 
	This is a planning policy issue. Government proposed changes to permitted development may have a bearing on this

	all
	Desmond Gunner
	The decline in mixed farming and woodland management is a major threat to the long term survival of the High Weald's distinctive landscape. and will continue unless grant aid replacement funding can be found.
	Agreed. 

	all
	Desmond Gunner
	"Farm work" will no longer supply the necessary income, so "lifestyle and leisure" must pay for the Environmental Management it enjoys.
	Noted

	all
	Veronica Parker


	planning policies across all the Local Plans should be consistent for planning proposals within the High Weald AONB or its setting.
	Agreed - for those policies affecting the AONB. An Officers’ Steering Group exist to promote coordination of policy affecting the AONB  

	all
	Veronica Parker


	A development type which is not permitted in one authority within the High Weald AONB, or its setting, for reasons related to the AONB designation should not be found to be permitted in another authority.
	Each local authority will and should determine its planning decisions locally which will lead to differences across local authority boundaries

	all
	Veronica Parker


	Local Plans can control residential development outside settlement development boundaries effectively but should also control threats from other forms of development within the AONB countryside.
	Noted. It is national planning policy and local plans that control development in the countryside.

	all
	Veronica Parker
	Settlement Objectives,  do not provide constraints to inessential and inappropriate development of a residential or non-residential nature within the AONB countryside.
	Noted

	all
	Veronica Parker


	no guidance on appearance, important given the requirement to protect the intrinsic quality of the AONB for its own sake  and to safeguard natural beauty from intrusive urbanising elements and alien features.
	This is dealt with through a design guide, landscape character assessment and landscape and visual impact assessment

	all
	Veronica Parker


	The management plan should require planning policies for the conservation of tranquillity, remoteness and rural character, recognising tranquillity is related to visual as well as aural indicators.
	The AONB Management Plan by law focuses on natural beauty recognising that tranquillity and remoteness are more local qualities valued by individuals. The Plan proposes additional work on these qualities

	all
	Veronica Parker


	The management plan should reinforce the special status afforded to the AONB in the NPPF, in particular the effect of footnote 9 to paragraph 14 of the NPPF (NPPF, p4).
	This is contained in national policy and will be applied accordingly.  The plan should not need to repeat national policy

	all
	Veronica Parker


	The management plan should underline the NPPF indicates development within the AONB should continue to be restricted, in policy making and decision making.  
	This is contained in national policy and will be applied accordingly.  The plan should not need to repeat national policy but AONB partnerships are aware of this concern

	all
	Veronica Parker


	should consider whether the setting of an AONB should act as a buffer zone to the AONB and if planning policies which provide the AONB with protection could be effectively applied to its setting.  
	Noted but buffer zones are not supported by national and local planning policy

	all
	Veronica Parker


	The management plan should consider the potential effect on the AONB of the new Part 3 Class M permitted development regime for the change of use of agricultural buildings, introduced in 2013,
	Noted. This is a concern but is national policy and will be applied accordingly.  The character approach promoted in the Management Plan will assist planning authorities. 

	all
	Veronica Parker


	the plan should consider how the identification and protection of undesignated heritage assets within the High Weald AONB and its setting could promote AONB designation objectives. 
	Agreed. Text amended.

	all
	Rother DC
	I would caution the somewhat aspirational nature of many of the targets, which appear without explanation of the delivery mechanism for such targets or actions
	The plan is a strategic plan for an area indicating an agreed direction of travel. It is up to the partner bodies themselves to develop costed business plans to implement the targets. 

	all
	Kent County Council
	There needs to be a reference to the Sussex & Kent LNPs and say how this plan will work with them

mention/recognition of the LEP importance in terms of holding the EU Growth Funds purse.
	text amended at 11.4

	all
	Kent County Council
	There is also no mention of Mesolithic activity or of Iron Age hillforts which are an important feature of the area.
	text amended

	all
	Kent County Council
	there is a need for better communication of the Plan to local authority officers, targeting specific areas e.g. planning, or community engagement.
	Noted and agreed, need to enhance the role of the Officer Steering Group

	all
	KCC appendix B
	Reference detail response in appendix
	A report of the consultation process will form part of the Plan

	all
	Tandridge DC
	I refer to the above document and would advise that Tandridge District Council supports the reviewed draft plan and that it has no specific comments to make.
	Noted

	all
	Wealden District Council
	Finally, under ‘A Charter for Residents and Visitors’ the Council would welcome additional reference made to the many volunteering opportunities that exist for people within local groups.
	text amended


Specific issues
	gas
	Louise Delpy
	The weald has been identified by operators as an area which could offer both shale and oil gas, We need to protect against the industrialization of our landscape
	Currently test drilling is underway and the possible results are unclear.  Any large scale commercial operation is unlikely to be appropriate in an AONB, and any proposal will be subject to the major development test in para 116 of the NPPF.   
The AONB Management Plan is committed to reducing locally arising greenhouse gas emissions on the basis that higher climatic temperature averages may damage the natural beauty of the High Weald and threaten the purpose of designation. 



	gas
	Anne Wells
	under the threat of extraction of shale gas through fracking.  As a lay person with no background in these matters, I am unsure whether this issue is covered in the Report, unless it is in G3?   
	

	gas
	Juliet Harris
	We are now desperately threatened by the spectre of fracking in this region of England. and we need you to fight hard against this blight of industrialisation and potential pollution 
	

	gas
	Helen Savage
	Minerals extraction is the major threat to the landscape,   AONB identified as an area which could offer both shale and oil gas, We need to protect against the industrialization Of our landscape
	

	gas
	Laura Blake
	The largest threat is onshore oil and gas exploration/ production, the development of multiple drilling sites across The county threatens the local environment - potentially industrialising the local area
	

	gas
	John Butcher
	I urge the High Weald AONB Unit to consider these important points and risks to water and wildlife and natural beauty in their management plan and oppose any hydrocarbons extraction now and in the future.
	

	gatwick
	Dormansland PC
	maintaining the need for quiet enjoyment of the countryside, we share the concerns of Dormansland residents that the peace in the AONB is seriously compromised by  current aircraft activity.  
	The JAC recognises that aircraft noise impairs many peoples’ enjoyment of the AONB. While understanding the local sensibilities and strong feeling among residents, the JAC considers that the plan is not the best place to raise this issue and agreed at their meeting of November 2011that over-flights across the AONB should be dealt with through GatCom as the appropriate forum for raising concerns regarding noise in the High Weald.  


	gatwick
	John Byng
	aircraft noise impairs that tranquillity from time to time and I am concerned that the recently announced expansion plans at Gatwick Airport could make matters much worse
	

	gatwick
	John Byng
	include a campaign against the expansion of Gatwick and to that end you might like to join and receive help from the Gatwick Area Conservation Campaign, with which I am associated
	

	gatwick
	Capel Parish Council
	I am writing to underline the blight caused by aircraft taking-off from Gatwick airport in our region.
	

	gatwick
	Capel Parish Council
	ideally all NPR's should be redesigned in order to keep aircraft away from the many AONB's in this region which are nationally designated and protected areas.
	

	gatwick
	Edenbridge Town Council
	in the light of increased pressure for additional airport capacity would like to see a strengthening of the protection from over flights as part of the management plan. 
	

	gatwick
	Tony 

Brookes
	whether you are aware of the enormous impact a second runway at Gatwick will have on several villages.
	

	gatwick
	Doug Cox
	Without doubt the greatest threat is the likely noise that will affect the area if a new southern runway at Gatwick is approved
	

	gatwick
	Caroline Taylor
	The greatest threat facing the High Weald AONB is the possibility of a second runway at Gatwick.  Gatwick would then be the same size as Heathrow
	


