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Hedges in the Weald

Hedges surround the
irregular shaped fields of
the High Weald Area of
Outstanding Natural
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AND GAPPING UP

HEDGE REJUVENATION - LAYING, COPPICING

Hedge-laying and coppicing are traditional methods of
rejuvenating hedges that have become overgrown or gappy,
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Hedges and the law
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Are there any regulations which apply to hedges?
Yes. The Hedgerow Regulations were introduced in 1997
to protect important hedgerows in the countryside.

due to neglect, old age or poor management. Most hedges will
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L , . . . . The regulations state that it is a criminal offence, unless an
Beauty, linking the ared’s require laying or coppicing at intervals of between 10 and 25 5 ’

many woodlands.

INTERREG I

HIGH
WEALD

Hedges are a distinctive feature of the High Weald — a valued
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) in the rural
heart of South East England. The High Weald is a historic

Hedge-laying is an ancient craft

with many different styles
practised throughout Britain.
Stems, known as pleachers, are
selected to be layed. These are
partially cut with an axe, billhook
or saw, just above ground level,
and lowered to an angle of 30 to

years to keep them stockproof.

What does ‘coppicing’ mean?

Coppicing involves cutting individual trees and shrubs back to
the base and allowing them to re-grow. It is particularly useful
where the base of a hedge has become a row of large leggy
stems. Some stems should be left to grow on as tall standard
trees in the hedgeline. In any one year, coppice only sections of a
hedge to reduce the impact on wildlife and landscape.

What does hedge-laying involve?

Hedge-laying is a method of stockproofing a gappy hedge.
Ideally the hedge should be between three to five metres high.
This provides enough stem and bush to make the finished hedge
strong and stockproof and to provide more shelter for birds.

How do I fill the gap in my hedge?

By planting locally occurring, native species. Mulching the new
plants is beneficial to retain moisture and suppress weeds.
Protection from grazing stock and rabbits may also be necessary.

exception applies, to deliberately remove a hedgerow
without permission.

To which hedgerows do the regulations apply?
The regulations apply to most countryside hedgerows in
England and Wales. They apply to all hedgerows of 20
metres or more in length and to all hedgerows less

than 20 metres in length which meet \
another hedgerow at each end. All
hedgerows on, or adjoining land

used for agriculture or forestry, the
breeding and keeping of horses, b
ponies or donkeys, common land, village

greens, Sites of Special Scientific Interest
and Local Nature Reserves are included.
Garden hedges are not affected and there are i
other exceptions. i

What must I do before removing a hedge?
If you want to remove a hedgerow you must
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45 degrees. The tops of the . send a hedgerow removal notice to the local planning
. e ; . Where might I plant a new hedge?
countryside of rolling hills draped by small, irregularly shaped pleachers are woven between I . 1 . - 1d ol I he i ; authority. The notice must set out your reasons for wanting
. t t . t t
(ff‘UTRSITEAﬁDI‘;fG fields, abundant woods and hedges, scattered farmsteads and equally-spaced stakes. A top 11 a vanety ol focations. You could plant along the ine o For sources of further to remove it.
NATURAL sunken lanes. binding of hazel (called an old hedge that has been removed, or along ) information on
BEAUTY hetherings) holds the hedge firm. fence lines where larger fields have been b .,ili e the regulations contact your The strong presumption is that important hedgerows will
. . .. . Th * . . .
The finished height of the hedge divided. Hedgerows might also be planted 1 -.p‘:"'H-":_"_, ™ planning authority. be protected by a hedgerow retention notice unless A fical id
needs to be [.25m. between existing woods, copses, shaws or : '_-:"3'- =3 circumstances justify its removal. The local planning practica gu. i
i i From the Garland Collection, L . . . L . . .
Further information e SUZZ‘X ciun(:;z;car;segf;:e hedges, linking with other habitats like ﬁ 1_. . authority cannot refuse hedge removal if the hedgerow is to th are of an
High Weald AONB Unit, wildflower grasslands and ponds, to create T ' not important under the regulations. Cat -
Corner Farm, wildlife ‘corridors’. Hedges are ideal for new .
Hastings Road, Flimwell, boundaries around gardens, paddocks and orchards. Again, | OUtStandmg
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use species traditionally found in the Weald that are suited to
the local soils.

There are a number of organisations who can advise and
assist with hedge maintenance and rejuvenation. Contact
the High Weald AONB Unit for details or visit
www.highweald.org

The way in which the regulations apply to individual
hedgerows is quite complex. Before formally seeking
permission to remove a hedgerow, you are advised to
discuss any plans to do so at an early stage with your local
planning authority.

CYAN MAGENTA
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